






at 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





PUBLISHED AT WASHINGTON, BY JOHN C.RIVES. 


‘3st Cowennss, 2p Gusestu. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1851. 


—TERMS $150 FOR THIS SESSION. 


New Senies.... No. 42. 





House of Representatives at the last session of 

Congress. He seems to think that I came in as a 

sort of residuary legatee for the capital to be man- 

yfactured out of the proceedings of that committee 

of the House to which he has referred. I would | 
say to the Senator that I have no ambition to come 

in for any part of that estate. I think the country 

has passed upon it, and I am very certain the | 
resent Chief Executive of the United States has 

passed upon it. in Si nae 

Not a member of the Cabinet of which the hon- 
orable Senator was a member is to be found in the | 
present Cabinet. They have gone, and a new set 
of Cabinet officers have been called to the Chief 
Executive, and with that I am willing to leave it. 
| had no reference to the proceedings of the | 
House. I had no participancy in them. The 
Senator was anxious to make a speech, and seemed 
to think that he was under obligations to me for 
having afforded him an opportunity of wiping out 
the censure to be implied from the proceedings of 
the House. The Senator says that my remarks, 
which he quoted, applied to the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia. So far as that is concerned, 1 have but 
this to say: those remarks were not exactly cor- 
rectly reported. But the Senator will perceive 
that, in those remarks, I referred to no particular 
individual. I received the information out of 
doors from the agent of the nation, who informed 
me that he would present this claim for payment 
to Congress, and then he detailed the facts on 
which his application was to be founded. The 
Senator from Ohio now rises here, and says | 
made a charge against the Senator from Califor- 
nia, I deny it, and I challenge the Senator to the 
proof. I —_ of the facts as 1 heard them. 1 
do not vouch for their correctness; and | informed 
the Senate that it was information which I had 
received out of doors. I told them it was in- 
formation which I obtained from a_ gentle- 
man who was to present the claim, in behalf of 
the nation, to have the money refunded to them. 
{am not responsible for it. I mentioned no names, 
and I know not how the facts may turn out to be. 
[am not acquainted with the facts, and am not 
prepared to vouch for them. I gave the informa- 
tion to the Senate as I received it, and for what 
purpose? The Senator from Ohio says for the 
purpose of making a charge against the Senator 
from California. No, sir, that is not true, nor has 
it the semblance of truth. 

I made those remarks on a proposition to amend 
an amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Wisconsin, [Mr. Waxker,] which required that 
this fund should be paid to the Indians, and not 
subjected to be diverted, as it appears from this re- 
port that the Senator from Ohio did divert it, in 
the payment of private claims. A word or two 
now in relation to the resolution which has been 
adopted by the Senate, and to which this report is 
inanswer. After what I stated in the Senate, on 
the oceasion to which I referred, the Senator from 
Ohio addressed a note to the Second Auditor of 
the Treasury, and the next morning came in with 
an answer, which answer the House received as 
information to be relied upon. We were told that 
there was a number of cases in which the Senator 
from Ohio, when Secretary of the Interior, had 
ordered money to be paid out of these Indian an- 
nuities. Following the exampleset me by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio—a Whig Senator—I, a Democratic 
Senator, sat down and addressed a letter to the 
Second Auditor, propounding my interrogatories 
to him, desiring to ascertain what were those other 
cases referred to in his letter to the Senator from 
Ohio. I received in answer from him that I must 
direct my inquiry to the Secretary of the Interior. 
I was not to be answered, while the Senator from 
Ohio was promptly answered by the Second Aud- 
itor. I then addressed a letter to the Secretary of 
the Interior, informing him of the letter which I had 
addressed to the Second Auditor of the Teasury, 
and asking the information from him. I waited 
for sever, days, and received no answer relative 
to it whatever. Then it was that I introduced the 


resolution, which passed the Senate, and to which | 
we have now an answer from the head of the In- 
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dian bureau. But do we get any answer disclos- 
ing to us these other cases in the Second Auditor’s 
office referred to by me? Why are they not 
brought forward in answer to the resolution / 

But again: we have not got all the information 
upon the subject, for | understand that President 
Polk made an order requiring these annuities to be 
paid to the Indians or heads of families. 

Mr. EWING. He never made such an order. 

Mr. TURNEY. The present Secretary of the 
| Interior told me, day before yesterday, that he 
believed there was such an order. 

Mr. EWING. There never was such an order. 

He was mistaken. 

Mr. TURNEY. I have understood from other 
sources that there was such an order. The Sec- 
retary might have been mistaken, and he did not 
speak positively. I inquired of him if there was 
not an order, and he told me he believed there was 
such an order made by President Polk. That was 

| not communicated to the Senate. 
| Mr. EWING. There was no such order. 
| Mr. TURNEY. The present Secretary of the 
Interior told me there was such an order, and I 
| understand from other sources that that was the 
case. But we get nothing from the Second Aud- 
itor where these claims were. The Senator from 
| Ohio knew very well to What officer to direct his 
| inquiry to ascertain what had been done in rela- 
tion to these funds of the Indians. 
Mr. EWING. If the Senator will allow me, 
I will state that I addressed a private letter to the 
Second Auditor on account of the statement which 
| was made in the Senate by the Senator. It was 
| not an official document. I know official etiquette 
better than to address a letter to the Second Aud- 
itor in relation to matters connected with the In- 
dian bureau. 

Mr. TURNEY. Well, a private letter to the 
| Second Auditor in relation to a private conversa- 
tion of mine with him, and that private letter was 
used before the Senate as an argument. 

Mr. EWING. So was the private conversation 
the day before. 

Mr. TURNEY. That private letter was para- 
ded before the Senate and used as an argument by 
| the Senator. That was alt he required. ‘The 
Senator only required such inferination as he could 
use before the Senate. The information was asked 
of the Second Auditor in his official capacity a: 
Second Auditor. The letter was an official com 
munication, and was used as such. Ido notcom- 
plain of it, but I say that I cannot obtain such 
information, either by my letter to the Auditor or 
by my letter to the present Secretary of the Inte- 
| rior, nor by the resolution which has been adopted 
by the Senate. I can reach nothing in that Audit- 
or’s office. All my means of obtaining it have 
been exhausted, but it does not come; and I pre- 
| sume and I predict that if it was to come, I would 
get the order in some of the cases to which the 
| Second Auditor referred in his letter to the Senator 
from Ohio. But it seems we cannot obtain it. | 
know not how to obtain it. These are the means 

to which I have resorted for the purpose of ob- 
taining that information. 

Now, I have to say to the Senator that, so far 
from desiring to come in asa residuary legatee, or 
desiring to participate in the nailed of the 
House in relation to himself and others, it was 
very far from my object, or my views, or my feel- 
ings. I have none of either. The object which 

'| | had in view was the passage of the amendment 
|of the Senator from Wisconsin, which, in my 

judgment, would protect the Indians against fraud, 

| and against ree decisions on the part of the 
| Department. desired to throw that guard and 
| protection around the Indians by the passage of 
'that amendment. [ desired to make charges 

|| against nobody. I made no charges against axy- 
body. And has it come to this, that I cannot 

}] —_ and refer to what has been the practice of 
| the Department, without its being construed into 

| a charge against these officers? Does the Senator 
|| intend to communicate the idea that if he had done 
what I alleged he had done, that therefore he 

} would be guilty of a criminal act or violation of his 


duty? Would heconstrue it into acharge against 
himself, or would he say that in doing so he was 
administering his Department according to his best 


judgement, and acting in good faith and with u 


I do not understand 
that our mouths are to be sealed in speaking of the 
judement of the accounting officers, or that w hen 
we happen to speak of their errings it must be set 
down that we are making grave charges against 
them, and arrainging them at the bar of justice 
Sir, | disavow any such intention either on that 


right and correct conscience: 


occasion or on the present, mys ngle object was 
to procure an amendment to a law so as in the 
future at least to guard and protect the Indians. 

Now, although the Senator from Ohio rejoices 
ut the cor ing in of this report from the Secretary of 

the Interior, | have to regret that he has not give 
us all the information. I knew that | was pomt 
ing to the Second Auditor: my letter so informed 
him. lL was looking for information upon that 
point, but instead of giving it to me, instead of 
sending what the Second Auditor referred to im 
his letter to the Senator from Ohio, he sends us no 
document, but merely a statement as to what has 
been the usual practice of the Indian Bureau 

Mr. EWING. The resolution to which th 
report before us Is an answer did not call for any 
documents. It simply called for a general state 
ment, and that has been received 

Mr. GWIWN then addressed the Senate, but a 
report of his remarks is deferred. They will be 
found in the Appendix. 

Mr. DOUE iL AS. I regret the necessity W hich 
is imposed upon me of saying one word on this 
subject. I should not have said a word but for 
the charges made by the Senator from Ohio against 
the chairman of the Select Committee in theHouse 
of Representatives, in the investigation to which 
he has referred. The chairman of that commuttee 
is from my own State, and a personal as well as 
a political friend ; and so far as any attack may be 
made on him, I assume to put the matter right 

The Senator from Ohio has charged that the 
committee of investigation suppressed important 
papers connected with this transaction. 

Mr. EWING. I charged that the papers were 
suppressed and not published. I know not by 
whom; I care not by whom. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. But the country would have 
understood, from the tenor of the Senator’s r 
marks, that the committee of investigation had 
been guilty of the crime of suppressing papers. 

Mr. EWING. I think so. 

Mr. DOUGLAS The Senator savs he think 
it would have been so understood. That chare 
was made some timeavoin the New York Tribune 
specifically, and very nearly in the same terms in 
which it is now made by the Senator from Ohio 
The chairman of the select commuttee rose the 
next morning in the House of Representatives and 
read that charge, and pronounced it to be a false- 
hood from beginning to end, and the author of it 
acalumniator. He charged that it was a direct 
violation of truth in every particular That de 
nunciation was made then in the House of Rep- 
resentatives; it went into the debates of the House; 
there was the minority as well as the majority of 
of the committee present there were the political 
friends of the Senator as well as the political 
friends of the chairman of the committee present; 
and with that direct denial and denunciation hurled 
in their teeth, not a man of them pretended to 
intimate that the charge was true. The chairman 
of that committee, the majority of the committee, 
were there ready to meet any man face to face who 
dared to insinuate that such a thing was true. I 
am instructed now to say that the majority of the 
committee, when they agreed upon their report, 
made their report to the House of Representatives 
accompanied with all the papers.* 








*Notre.—The following are the proceedings of the House 
of Representatives of the 4th September, 1850, to which 
Mr. Dovatas referred : 


‘*Mr. Ricwarpson, from the Select Committee appoint 
ed under the resolutions adopted by the House of Repre- 


sentatives on the 22d of April, 1850, made a report there. 


accompanied by the following resolutions, viz 
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: ad | ‘ ‘ . if 
They did not suppress any paper, but every pa- || said that the chairman of the committee was the || 
accuser in the investigation, and has said that the || 


per for and against the case was returned by them 


wit their report to the House of Representatives, | 
for the House to make such order upon it as they | 


should think proper. The House then made an 
order to print. 
are responsible for and not the committee. 
instructed to say that the committee made no rec- 
ommendation as to what papers should be printed, 
and what papers should not be printed. They 


left it entirely with the House of Representatives, 


without any recommendation on the subject, and | 
the House then made such order as they thought | 
If, therefore, there was any suppression || 
of papers, it rests elsewhere than on that commit- | 


proper. 


tee, aud the discussions of the House of Repre- 
sentatives showed that it rests elsewhere. When 
that charge was intimated in the newspapers, the 
subject was brought into the House, and the 
charge was branded as a calumny, and these facts 
were all explained, and appeared upon the records 
of the House. 
this charge renewed here as it applies to that com- 
mittee, when there was not a man in the other 


tHouse who dared to intimate that it was true. I | 
am also instructed to say that there are in the | 
printed documents omissions of many pepe {| 


papers. ‘The chairman of the committee himself 


complained that there was an omission of papers | 


that made the document do him and the majority 


of the committee injustice. He did not accuse any | 


I am, therefore, surprised to see | 


hatever the House printed they | 
I am | 





one of doing it by design, but it was unfortunate- | 


ly so. ‘They were not all printed in the docu- 
ment. The fault was not in the committee. It 
was either with the order of the House, or it was 
somewhere else that they have not all been printed 


The majority of that committee a of an | 
ven they did | 


omission to print certain papers w 
print the full defence of the Senator from Ohio. 


‘he oer of the committee complained that in- | 


justice was done them, and they had the right to 
complain of that omission. But no man there, 
no man familiar with the facts, ever intimated 


over his own responsibility that the chairman of | 


the committee, or any member of the majority of 
the committee, had any connnection directly or 
indirectly with the omission of the documents 
from that report. 

But another point, The Senator from Ohio has 


‘‘Resolved, That the payment by the Secretary of the In- | 


terior of ¥32,382 50 to the administrator of Commodore 
James Baron, as commutation pay fur the naval services of 
said Barron during the revolutionary war, was made in 
violation of law. 

**Resolved, ‘That officers of the Virginia Navy during the 
war of the Revolution are not entitled to commutation pay. 

“Resolved, That the payment of compound interest in 
the case of Commodore James Barron was made in viola- 
tion of law. 


‘‘Resolwed, That the sum of $56,021 49 paid to Messrs. | 


Corcoran & Riggs, as assignees of William M. G,win was 
justly due the Chickasaw Indians, and was improperly paid 
to Corcoran & Riggs. 

‘“Mr. Vinton submitted the views of a minority of the 
said committee on the said subject. 

** Mr. RrcwarRpDson also submitted the views of a minority 
of the said commitee on the subject of one of the resolu- 
tions contained in the said report. 

“Mr. Rica arpson moved that the further consideration 
of the said report be postponed until Tuesday, the 17th in- 
stant, and that it, together with the views of the minority, 
be printed. 

* A division of the question being demanded, the ques- 
tion was first put, ‘ Shall the said report be postponed until 
Tuesday, the 17th instant?’ 

** And decided in the negative—yeas 81, nays 107. 

‘«The hour of twelve having arrived, the House proceed- 
ed to the consideration of the special order.” 

Under date of the 6th September, 1850, the following ap- 
pears, and Mr. Dovetas authorizes the statement to be 
made that he has ascertained that all the papers are on file 
in the office of the Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
as he stated: 

* The House proceeded to the consideration of the report 
of the select committee pee ae under the resolutions of 
the House of the 22d of April last, together with the reso- 
lutions reported by a majority of the said committee—the 
pending question oe on the motion to print the said 
report, together with the views of the minority of said 
committee, submitted by Messrs. Vinton and Ricnarpson, 
respectively. 

« After debate— 

«The hour of twelve m. having arrived, 

“The Speaker announced, as the business now in or- 
der, the bill of the Senate (No. 307,) entitled ‘ An act pra- 
posing to the State of ‘Texas the establishment of her north- 
ern and western boundaries, the relinquishment by the said 
State of all territory claimed by her exterior to said bounda- 
ries, andof all claims upon the United States,’ it being the 
special order. 

** Pending which, 

‘On motion by Mr. Bowtin, by unanimous consent, 


‘* Ordered, That the report just under consideration, to- || 


gether with the views of the minority, be printed.”’ 





accuser had no right to become ajudge on the trial, 
and has intimated that the Speaker of the House 


of Representatives had violated his duty by put- | 


ting him in that position. The intention seems to 
be to make the impression on the country that 
there had been foul play in the appointment of 
that committee. It would be idle aaa unnecessary 
for me to say to the Senate, that that charge car- 
ries with it its own refutation. The chairman of 
that committee had made no accusation against the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. EWING. That is a bold averment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. He has stated that such 
things had been told him. He has stated that he 
believed them to be substantially true, but that he 
had not the evidence, and therefore could not vouch 
for their truth. He therefore asked for a com- 


| mittee of inquiry, and introduced a resolution for 
| the ere of such a committee. He believed 
1 


the charges to be true, and hence he deemed it 
necessary to investigate them. Now I wish to 
make this point: When a resolution is thus intro- 
duced, not making direct charges, but inquiring 
into the truth of facts, what is the rule of parha- 
mentary law? The rule of the parliamentary law 


|| is, that the mover of the investigation shall be the | 


The rule would be 


chairman of the committee. 


_ the same if he had made direct charges. W hether 


| objects of the investigation. 


| He is not we 


| inquiry. 
in accordance with the principles of parliamentary | 


the charges are made directly, or an inquiry is 
moved to investigate them implying a charge, in 
either case parliamentary law requires that the 
Speaker should appoint the member introducing 
the resolution chairmalMf the committee. The 
rule of parliamentary law requires more than that; 
it requires that the committee to be appointed 
should be composed of a majority favorable to the 
Then what ground 
of complaint is there against the Speaker of the 
House for appointing the member who introduced 
the resolution chairman of the committee of inves- 
tigation? I undertake to say that the Senator is 
not well informed of the rules and practices of the 


House of ee if he makes that charge. | 
1 informed of the laws of every parli- | 
|| amentary body on earth, or any one parliamentary 


body, I think, if he makes that charge against the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. The 
Speaker of the House could do no less, consistent 
with the parliamentary law, than appoint the per- 
son chairman who introduced that resolution of 


law, in accordance with the rules of parliamentary 


law, in accordance with the usage of the House of | 


Representatives, in obedience to the practice of 
every parliamentary body on earth, when he con- 
stituted that committee as he did. I say, further- 


more, that the charge made against the chairman | 


of that committee, and the majority of that com- 
mittee, of suppressing these papers and documents, 


| is established to be untrue, and he has denounced 


| gret that I have foun 
word on the subject, but justice to my colleague in | 
the House of Representatives required this much | 


it as such, 
The Senator has ark ge that charge. 
it necessary to say one 


at my hands. 
Mr. EWING. Mr. President * 


*A CARD. 


Messrs. Gates & Seaton: The enforcement of the rules 
of order by the Presiding Officer cut me off from any reply 








to the remarks of the Senator from Illinois, (Mr. Douetas.) | 


| L wish, therefore, to > your paper, that the rules and 


practice of deliberative bodies do not justify the appoint- 
mentof the accuser, on whose statement an investigation 
is founded, to actas judge in the very matter in which he 
declares he has formed, and in which he does on the spot 
express an opinion; or, in other words, where he declares 
he has prejudged the case. 

Such was the fact here. In the Congressional Globe, 
784, Mr. Ricuarpson said: “ He told the gentleman from 


| Tennessee, and he told the House, that umless he was 
greatly deceived, unless he was greatly mistaken, every 


charge put forth in these resoluticns would be established by 
proof which no man could controvert or deny.’? And Mr. 


| Sranton,of Tennessee, said, in reference to the remarks 


| 


of Mr. Ricuarpson, “it seemed to him to be sufficient 
that a member rose in his place and preferred charges against 
a high officer of the Government, and stated his belief that 
they were true. In pursuing such course the gentleman 
certainly took upon himself a high degree of responsibility ; 
and though he disclaimed any personal knowledge of the 
charges, surely no gentleman would envy the condition in 
which he would be placed if these charges should turn out 
to be futile or unfounded.” 

The proposition to make a man thus prejudiced and pub- 
licly committed ajudge in the very ease, is revolting to our 


I say, therefore, that the Speaker acted | 


I re- | 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


other, to discuss the proceedings of the Other 
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The PRESIDENT. The Chair will be under 
the necessity of arresting this discussion, Th 
Chair informed the Senator from Ohio, at 4 
early period of this discussion, that it is not end 
cannot be permitted, according to parliament 


ar 
usage and courtesy due from one House to y 


an- 


House, and particularly to cast censure on its off. 
cers or any of its members. The discussion has 


_ gone on to an extent which the Chair very much 


unless some motion is made to dispose of 
_ another manner. 











| regrets, and he feels under the necessity of now 


arresting it. The communication lies on the table 
aro 
it in 


TENESSEE RAILROAD. 
Mr. JONES. I now move to reconsider the 


| vote by which the bill for the relief of the East 
| Tennessee and Georgia Railroad Company was 


laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. The question now comes 
up again on the motion to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. PEARCE. I hope we shall postpone any 
further action upon this bill for the present. Many 
gentlemen are idea who took part in the diseus- 


| sion yesterday, and it does not seem quite fair 


that we should thus suddenly press the Senate to 
action upon it now. I move that the further con- 
sideration of the bill be laid on the table till to- 
morrow. 

Mr. TURNEY. With the general under- 
standing that it will be taken up to-morrow, I will 
not oppose the motion. I wish to say one word 
in reply to what was said by the Senator from 
Maryland yesterday. He seemed to think this 
was the practice some years ago 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on laying 
the bill on thetable. 

Mr. TURNEY. I hope the Senator from Tex- 
as, who made the motion yesterday, will withdraw 
that motion. 

Mr. RUSK. I will do so, if it is in my power. 

The PRESIDENT. It is not in the power of 
the Senator to withdraw it now. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I would suggest that, 
although the bill was laid on the table, yet the mo- 
tion to reconsider is in fact a motion to take up 
the bill; and I think the question now is on the 
passage of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT. The question now is to 
lay the bill on the table. As the vote by which 
it was laid on the table has been reconsidered, the 
question recurs on the motion to lay upon the 
table. A motion has been made to postpone the 
further consideration of that question until to- 
morrow. 


Mr. BERRIEN. 





I hope the question will be 
taken upon laying the bill upon the table, and 
then the Senate will postpone the further consider- 
ation of it until] to-morrow, which will afford the 
opportunity required by the Senator from Mary- 
land for the assemblage of those who may be op- 
posed to the bill on the question of its passage. 

Mr. HALE. Irise to a question of order. Is 
it in order to move to postpone the further consid- 
eration of the bill while the motion to lay the bill 
upon the table is pending? The motion to lay on 
the table is not debatable; a motion to postpone 
voids the rule. 





sense of justice, and of what every man feels to be due to 
the protection of individual right. The accusation some 
years ago preferred by a member of the other House (C. J. 
Ingersoll) against Mr. Webster is in point—and I submit 
whether the public sense of justice and propriety would 
not have been shocked by the appointment of that individ- 
ual as chairman of the committee to investigate his own 
charges. : 
When I was accused by Mr. Richardson and put on trial 
before him as chairman of the committee, I was in one of 
the executive offices of the Government, where my voice 
could not be heard in —- own justification. Official pro- 
priety forbade me to address myself to the public through 
the public press, and there was no means of defence lett 
me, except by thte communications which I addressed to the 
committee, in answer to their calls for information. These 


| letters I supposed would, as a matter of course, go before 


the public with the report of the committee, and with this | 
would have been content; but they did not; and the apol- 
ogy for their suppression, as I understand it now, is, that 
the report of the committee and the resolution or order 
to print were so framed as to exclude them. Now, this 
does not help the case at all. Whether the resolution to 
print was adapted to the report of the committee, or the re- 
rtso adapted to the resolution, or whether they were 
ramed and fashioned together by the same hand, 80 as to 
effect the suppression of my letters, is immaterial ; and the 
wrong is the same whether done under the forms and rule ot 
order or against them. T. EWING, 
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The PRESIDENT. It was laid upon the ta- 
ble, and now the vote by which it was laid upon 
the table has been reconsidered. Of course, it is 
laced exactly where it was before the vote was 
taken, and that vote was ordered to be taken by 
the yeas and nays. The question now is, will the 
Senate lay the bill upon the table? 

Mr. DAYTON. Must we of necessity take that 
question now? I understand that we have recon- 
sidered the vote by which it was laid on the table; 
fund the question 1s, whether, being reconsidered, 
fthe further consideration may not go over until 
to-morrow or some future day ? 

Mr. BERRIEN. The single question is, wheth- 
er a motion to lay upon the table can be affected 
by a motion to postpone? I think the-question is 
now upon laying the bill upon the table, and that 
question is to be decided without debate. If it 
can be affected by a motion to postpone until to- 
morrow, it becomes debatable, as suggested by 
the Senator from New Hampshire. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has already de- 
cided that the question is, shall the bill belaid upon 
the table, having been laid upon the table by the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. BERRIEN. My belief is that the question 
must be taken now upon the question to lay upon 
the table. 

Mr. PEARCE. If my motion to postpone cre- 
ates any difficulty, I will withdraw the motion. 

The question on the original motion was then 
taken, with the following result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Cass, Clay, Dayton, Ewing, Felch, Mil- 
ler, Pearce, Pratt, Smith, Spruance, and Sturgeon—11 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Borland, Bright, Butler, Clarke, Clemens, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge 
of lowa, Douglas, Hale, Jones, King, Mason, Rusk, Sebas- 


tian, Seward, Shields, Turney, Walker, Whitcomb, and 
Yulee—28. 


So the bill was not laid upon the table. 





The PRESIDENT. The bill is before the Sen- | 


ate as in Committee of the Whole, and there is an 
amendment pending which was offered by the Sen- 
tor from Maryland, {Mr. Pearce.]} 
Mr. DAYTON. I now move to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill until to-morrow. 
Mr. TURNEY. Witha general understanding 
that it will be taken up to-morrow, I have no ob- 
ection. 
: Mr. BADGER. We had better dispose of it 
to-day. 


The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


PETITION. 


Mr. CLAY. _ I havea petition, signed by a sin- 
gle individual, John Colton, of the city of Phila- 
delphia, in which he complains very much of the 


singular situation of our silver currency, and of 
the great inconvenience resulting from it; and he | 


suggests that Congress should propose some rem- 
edy. I move to refer the petition to the Committee 
on Finance. 

It was so referred. 


CASE OF CHARLOTTE LYNCH. 
Mr. SMITH. If it is in order, Mr. President, 
I move that the Senate reconsider the vote upon 
the report of the Committee on Pensions upon a 
resolution of my honorable colleague, directing 
the committee to inquire into the expediency of 


amending the act for the relief of Charlotte Lynch. | 


The committee reported, requesting to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the res- 
olution. I do not ask that it shall be considered 
now, but am willing that it shall lie over. 
move 

Mr. HALE. I object to another motion before 
that is disposed of. 

The PRESIDENT. It is moved to reconsider 
the vote discharging the committee from the 
further consideration of the resolution. 

Mr. ATCHISON. It seems to me that the 





motion to reconsider may be entered on the Jour- | 


nal, and remain without any further action now. 


The PRESIDENT. The motion that is made | 


must be disposed of, unless by general consent it 
lies over until another dé 


Ly. 
Mr. ATCHISON. L move that the further 
consideration of the subject lie over till to-morrow. 
Mr. HALE. I hope it will not be done. I 
ope the Senate will indulge me in stating the sit- 
uation of this case, because it is due to the Senate, 
and due to the claimant, that there should be such 


| port. 








I also | 
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last sessien, and the Committee on Pensions made 
a unanimous report in favor of it, and the Senate 
voted unanimously in favor of accepung the re- 

The House did not act upon it at the last 
session. At this session it has been acted upon 
by the House, and it has come here with an 
amendment, and the Senate concurred in that 
amendment. After the bill had gone through all 
the stages of legisiation, and was completed, being 
signed by the President, and it had become a law, 
other individuals come in and claim to be the heirs 
of the same ancestors, and petition to have the 
privileges of the same act. They pray us to 
amend this private act after it has thus become a 
law. 

Let the Senate understand that this matter was 
pending upon an application of Mrs. Lynch more 
than twelve months from the time it commenced 
to the end. During the whole of that twelve 


| months there was no application by anybody else; 


but after it had gone through all the stages of legis- 
lation, and was signed by the President, and the 
pittance had become, as it was understood,a vested 
right of Mrs. Lynch, then these petitioners come 
in and ask for an amendment of the law, and ask 


| the Senate to take that from Mrs. Lynch to which 


she is entitled by this law, and give one half to them. 
That memorial was, by an order of the Senate, 


| unanimously referred to the Committee on Pen- 


sions, and that committee came to the conclusion, 


| in the first place, that Congress had no right to do 


it, as the matter had been disposed of; and, in the 


| next place, that it was contrary to all precedent to 


do it. I wish to state, in addition, that a rumor 
has been circulated, and it has come to my ears 
by an honorable member of the Senate, not now 
in his place, that a fraud has been committed by 
the applicants for this bounty; that there was a 
concealment of the fact that there were grand chil- 
dren of Lieutenant Colonel Gray. I wish to state 


| that, by whomsoever such an allegation is made, 


it is utterly without foundation. The cireum- 
stances and the situation of the grandchildren were 
distinctly stated to the Committee on Pensions at 
the very first application. It was represented that 


Mrs. Lynch, the grantee, was the only surviving 
| > ’ y >» 


child; but that there were grandchildren was dis- 


| tinctly and unequivocally stated at the outset. 


Now, I appeal to the Senate whether, in this stage 
of the case, when the law has passed both Houses 
of Congress and been signed by the President also, 
there should not be an end to the matter; and to 
test the sense of the Senate, I move to lay the mo- 
tion on the table. 


Mr. BALDWIN. I hope the Senator will with- 


| draw that motion for a moment. 


Mr. HALE. { will, if the Senator will renew 
it. 
Mr. BALDWIN. I wish to state to the Sen- 


| ate what knowledge I have in regard to this appli- 


cation. My attention was first drawn to the bill 
by the motion of the chairman of the Committee 
on Pensions, at the last session, to take it up for 
consideration. I looked into the report at that 
time. The Senate unanimously consented that the 
bill for the relief of Charlotte Lynch should then 
be taken up. The chairman of the committee, on 
the call for amendments by the President, remarked 
that it needed no caualint The unanimous 
consent of the Senate was asked for action upon 
it at that time. It was given, and the bill passed 
without debate. It passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives at the present session. The bill as it 
assed the Senate is founded upon a report, the 
ast clause of which I will read: 


“ But the conmittee are of opinion, third, that the right 


| toa fair equivalent for the loss sustained by these officers, 


by the substitution of the commutation certificates for half 
the pay for life, was a vested right, which descended to their 
legal representatives ; and that consequently, apart from 


all other considerations, the legal representative of Lieut.’ 


Col. Ebenezer Gray is entitled te a just and equitable allow- 
ance as ah equivalent for that to which he was entitled 
under the resolution of 1780, which they think will be made 
by the allowance of five years’ full pay, and they accord- 
ingly report a bill in her behalf to that effect.” 

The Senate acted upon this report. It does not 
intimate that there were any other legal representa- 
tives of Lieutenant Colonel Gray than Mrs. Char- 
lotte Lynch. She is represented in the bill to be 


| the sole surviving child of Colonel Gray. Had 


the Senate been informed that there were other 
legal representatives of Colonel Gray, to whom 


|| his vested rights descended, than Mrs. Lynch, can 


astatement. The petition was presented at the || there bea doubt that the Senate would, in doing an 





| participate in his vestec 
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act of justice to the representatives of a deceased 
revolutionary officer, have taken care that equal 
justice should be done to all his legal representa- 
uves? During the present session and subsequent 
to the passage of this bill, I received for the first 
time information that there were residing in the 
State of Connecticut the children of a deceased 
brother of Mrs. Charlotte Lynch, and a memorial 
was forwarded to me in their behalf, under the im- 
pression, as was stated in the letter addressed to 
me, that the bill had not been passed through all 
its stages. It was represented to me that these 
descendants were poor and needy, and they felt that 
if there were any vested rights in their ancestor, 
they were entitled equally with Mrs. Lynch to 
share inthem. Their petition was presented to 
the Senate and referred to the committee. Subse- 
quently a resolution was introduced by me direet- 
ing the Committee on Pensions to inquire into the 
justice and expediency of so amending the act for 
the relief of Mrs. Charlotte Lynch as to provide 
for the payment of one moity of the sum granted 
to her to the children of her deceased brother. A 
similar resolution, as lL understand, had been agreed 
upon to be reported by the Committee on Pensions 
in the House of Representatives. It was with a 
view of expediting the passage of a bill or of a 
joint resolution that I feltit to be my duty, as an 
act of justice to the descendants of the deceased 
brother of Mrs. Lynch, to introduce this resolu- 


| tion, and to call the attention of the Committee on 


| Pensions to it. 
It is said by the honorable Senator who re- 


| ported upon that resolution, that the legislation 


| upon this subject is finished, and that therefore 
there ought to be an end of the claims of these 
heirs. But, sir, is it not in the power of Congress, 
until the money has been paid from the Treasury, 
to do justice to all who shall appear to be equally 
entitled to it? lagree that if this grant was made 
as an act of bounty merely to Mrs. Charlotte 
Lynch, the other descendants of Colonel Ebene- 
zer Gray have no claimto it. But if it was made 
as an act of justice, and not as an act of bounty, 
then I say the other legal representatives of Colo- 
nel Gray are wronged, and an injustice is done 
to them unless they are permitted to come in and 
right. It is not in the 
ower of Congress, if they would do justice by 
Lie representatives, to discriminate in favor of one 
to the rejection of the equal claims of the other, 
and although we have passed the act, if it has 
been passed by Congress without the interest of 
others being made known by the report of the 
committee, or by the memorial of the petitioner 
upon which that report was made, it is within the 
power of Congress, until the money has been act- 
ually paid out by the officers of the Government, 
to correct it; and in my judgment, it would be 
an act of gross injustice to these heirs, if Congress 
do not correct it when it is in their power. The 
grant was not placed by the report at all upon the 
footing of being an act of bounty or generosity. 
| No particular merits on the part of the recipient 
| of this grant, over those of the other representa- 
| tives of Colonel Gray, are mentioned by the com- 
| mittee. No reason was assigned by the commit- 
tee why there should be a discrimination between 
| those who have descended equally from this meri- 
| torious ancestor. Why, then, should Congress 
throw this apple of discord into the midst of that 
family to separate the different branches of it, as 
must necessarily be the case if there is a feeling 
| that an act of injustice has been done to one 
| branch of the family upon the petition of another 
branch, when the faet of their equal claims was 
not made known to Congress in the report upon 
which it acted. I hope the motion will be recon- 
sidered. 

I would state that, as far as I have personally 
any sympathy for any of these parties, it has been 
enlisted in Eee of the representative of the 
| grantee under the act. She alone of them all is 

personally known to me. The others are entirely 

strangers. I did not know even of their existence 
| until I received the letter addressed to me after the 
| passage of this act. 

Mr. BERRIEN. The sympathy which is called 
for on this occasion is not for either branch of the 
family of Colonel Gray. The feeling which this 
occasion invokes is a feeling of respect for the 
laws of the land, of obedience to the authority of 
the Government. Sir, this is the most extraordi- 


| nary proposition, in my judgment, that has ever 
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heen presented to any American Congress, or to 
any bcecdative assembly. What is this case? 
The child of a widow parent twelve months ago, 
appeared before the Congress of the United States 
asking compensation for the services of her grand- 
varent. This 
elaim, pending during that length of time, repeat- 
edly noticed in the public papers, made the subject 
of commentary, and though passed here without 
discussion, was yet amply, and earnestly, and fer- 
vently discussed in the House of Representatives 
since. The Houss of Representatives absolutely 
adjourned over this question, or decision upon it 
being waived for the purpose of enabling them to 
adjourn. The subject was resumed in the House 
at the present session. It was largely discussed, 
utd the whole state of the case presented before 
the Committee on Pensions. The fact that this 
lady was the only surviving child was stated, but 
with it the other fact that there were surviving 
grandchildren. By the assiduous efforts of the 
individual presenting the petition, a favorable de- 
cision bas been obtained. These claimants under 
the pretence of being ignorant of a proceeding 
which was known throughout all the country, and 
published in all the papers, and made the subject 
of various remarks, under the pretence of being 
ignorant of this transaction, come, when it has 
become a law of the land, and say, give us a 
portion of that which we have had no agency in 
acquiring, 

If it stood upon that ground alone the feeling of 
the American Senate would repel the application. 
But it stands upon much higher grounds. What 
is the proposition just made? The claim of Char- 
lotte Lyneh has, by an act of Congress and the 
President of the United States, become a law of 
the land. ‘The money which is given her by that 
law is as much her private property as any other 
portion of the little property which she possesses. 
And what ure you asked to do? In violation of 
that law, in violation of the rights of that individ- 
ual, to put your hand upon that bill, to stay the 
execution of that which is now a law of the land, 
and to distribute that which is the private property 
of Charlotte Lynch among other members of the 
family. Upon what ground? On the ground of 
the report of the Committee on Pensions. 

Why, if the Congress of the United States 
should be compélled to answer, ninety-nine out of 
a hundred would say they acted on their own opin- 
ion and not upon the report of the committee; that 
they considered themselves as giving a bounty 
rather than complying with a vested right. But 
it is quite indifferent what it is. It has passed 
both Houses of Congress and has been signed by 
the President, and become the law of theland. Is 
it not the private property of the grantee? Can 
you take that private property otherwise than for 
the public use, and that upon a just compensation 
being rendered ? 

But, again, the committee say that the legal 
representative of Colonel Ebenezer Gray had a 
vested right for thdemnity from loss sustained by 
the commutation. Who is the legal representa- 
tive in a parliamentary sense, and the language of 
the pension law? According to precedent, uni- 
formly established by Congress, who is the legal 
representative? Can the Senator point to a single 
instance in which Congress has gone beyond the 
children of the deceased and meritorious officer ? 

Mr. BALDWIN. The committee report that 
ut was a vested right which descended to their legal 
representatives. 

Mr. BERRIEN, Exactly; I have heard that 
read by the Senator with great force before, and I 
am gratified in hearing it again. But the inquiry 
is, Who are the legal representatives, and who 
have descended, in parliamentary language? | 
say that Congress has always limited them in all 
eases like this to the immediate issue of the de- 
ceased officer; and you can find no instance in 
which Congress has gone beyond the children to 
the grandchildren. But, in my judgment, Con- 
gress, and especially the Senate, owes it to itself 
te assert its proper and constitutional authority on 
this subject. tere is a bill which has become the 
law of the land; upon the signature of that bill by 
the President of the United States, upon its pre- 
sentment at the Treasury Department, the head 
of that Department was bound to pay that money. 
The hesitation to make the payment on account 
of any out-door influence is a disrespect to the 
authority of Congress and the law of the land; 





















‘} 
| 


and I hope the Senate will be disposed to assert 
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_tuken, they were as follow: 


| Clarke, Clay, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, Dayton, 


| Jones, King, Mason, Miller, Pratt, Rusk, Seward, Shields, 











that authority by an instant repudiation of this | 
proposition. Therefore it is that J renew the mo- 
tion to lay on the table. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
withdraw that motion. 
The motion was not withdrawn. 
Mr. NORRIS. I call for the yeas and nays on | 
the motion to lay on the table. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being | 


I hope the Senator will 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Bradbury, | 
Dickinson, Douglas, Downs, Ewing, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, 


Spruance, Sturgeon, Wales, and Walker—2s. 


NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Borland, Bright, Butler, Cass, | 


Chase, Clemens, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, 
Feleh, Hunter, Norris, Smith, Underwood, Upham, Whit- 
comb, and Yulee—17. 


So the motion was agreed to. 


BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of | 


Representatives, by Mr. Youne, their Clerk. 








Mr. Presipenr: the House of Representatives have 


passed bills of the following titles, in whieh they request | 


the concurrence of the Senate : 


An act making appropriations for the payment of navy | 


pensions for the year ending the 30th of June, L852 ; 





An act making appropriations for the current and contin- | 
gent expenses of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling | 
treaty stipulations with the various Indian tribes for the | 


year ending June the 30th, 1852; 

An act for the relief of A. Baudouin and A. D. Roberts, 
of the city of New Orleans; 

An act for the relief of Rebecca Freeman, widow of 
Pearson Freeman ; 

An act for the relief of William Lynch ; 

An act for the relief of James Mains ; 

An act for the relief of lsaac Downs; 

An act for the relief of Gardner Herring ; 

An act for the relief of Sylvanus Blodget; 

An act for the relief of Isaac Cobb ; 

An act for the relief of Martha Dameron ; 

An act for the relief of Fielding G. Brown ; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Flanagan ; 

An act for the relief of Jonas D. Platt; 

An act for the relief of Wm. Gove ; 

An act granting relief to Benjamin Cressey ; 

An act tor the relief of Lot Davis; 

An act for the relief of Charles 8. Mathews, Charles 
Wood, and James Hall; and 

A joint resolution providing for the adjustment of the 
accounts of John D. Colmesnil, president of the Ohio and 
Mississippi Mail-line Company. 


RESCUE OF A FUGITIVE SLAVE IN BOSTON, 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States in answer to a resolution of the 
Senate, submitted by Mr. Cray, in relation to the 
rescue of a fugitive slave in Boston, which was 
read by the Secretary. 

Mr. CLAY addressed the Senate upon the sub- 


ject of the message, and moved that it be referred | 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, that they may | 
ascertain what further legislation may be neces- | 


sary to carry out the provisions of the law. 

A long debate ensued, in which Mr. HALE, 
| Mr. MASON, Mr. BUTLER, Mr. DICKINSON, 
| Mr. CASS, Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, and 
| Mr. BADGER took part. 


[For the Message of the President, and the de- | 


bate thereon, see the Appendix. ] 
Without disposing of the question, 
The Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
SarurpDay. February 22, 1851. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, called the at- 
| tion of the Chair to the fact that the honorable 
| Ropert Ranrout, Jr., who had been elected to fill 

the wacanee eotenee™ by the resignation of the 
honorable Danie. Wesster, was present, and he 
moved that Mr. Ranrout be now sworn. 


| 
| 


GLOBE. 








Mr. Rawnrout took the oath prescribed by law, | 


and his seat as a member of the body. 


RESCUE OF A SLAVE IN BOSTON. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair considers that 


! 


| the question under consideration is the motion 


made by the Senator from Kentucky to refer the 


United States to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Being a part of the morning business, and coming 
up as unfinished business, it comes up before the 
regular order at one o’clock. 


the further consideration of that question until to- 
morrow. 


“Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I move to pestpone | 


communication received from the President of the | 








Feb. 22, 


a — 
Mr. CLAY. Sir, I hope that will net be done 
I am very sorry that there should be any inter. 
ruption to any portion of the business of the Sen. 
ate, but the question before us is the maintenance 
of the laws of our country, and | know of no busi. 
ness more important, more urgent, more demand. 
ing the attention of the Senate. And then, sir, j; 
is proposed to refer the message, together with the 
accompanying documents, to a committee, and 
that committee must have some time to consider 
and report; and when they shall have considered 
and reported, we shall have left buta very few days 
of the session to act. I hope, therefore, that the 
motion of the Senator from Texas will not pre- 
vail, but that we shall proceed to vote upon it. j 
really, although the importance of the subject de. 
mands a full investigation and there is matte; 
enough to talk about, have no desire to prolong 
debate. I hope we shall proceed to consider and 
to vote upon it, and let the reference take place. 
Those gentlemen who have not yet been heard 
upon it will thus have an opportunity, to whic) 
they are entitled, to be heard. I call for the yeas 
and nays upon the question whether there shal! 
be any postponement or not. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have a single suggestion to 
make in relation to this matter. The state of the 
public business is such that I think we ought to 
avoid discussion until we relieve the President’s 
table of the bills that are upon it. Amongst them 
are some general appropriation bills, which ough: 
to be referred to the Committee on Finance, that 
they may go to work upon them. Tam also ready 
to report upon some bills which have been referred, 
and in five minutes I think the Senate could dispose 
of them, and then the discussion on this matter 
might go on. I know that several gentlemen are 
anxious to speak upon it, but if we commence 
with that subject we shall do nothing else to-day. 
I hope, therefore, that it will be postponed for half 
an hour by common consent, that we may act 
upon bills which are of great importance. 

Mr. CLAY. I have no sort of objection to the 
bills upon the table being read and referred. 

The PRESIDENT. By general consent, if that 
is the wish of the Senate, the Chair will put the 
bills upon their passage. 

Mr. SEWARD. Before that is done, allow me 
to relieve myself of a petition. 

The PRESIDENT. Objection is made. 

Mr. SEWARD. I do not object, but I claim 
the right to relieve myself of a petition. 

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman cannot 
present a petition at thistime. ‘That business will 
not be in order until the unfinished business is dis 
posed of, but by unanimous consent. The unan- 
imous consent of the Senate is asked to dispose of 
bills upon the table. 

Mr. SEWARD. Then I will not give my con- 
sent unless I can relieve myself of this petition. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator from New 
York will not object. There are general appro- 
priation bills which it is important to put upon 
their passage. 

Mr. SEWARD. The Chair will permit me to 
say that he assumed that I objected without re- 
ceiving my answer. I rose to express my dissent 
if I could not be allowed to relieve myself of a pe 
tition. 

The PRESIDENT. Then of course these bills 
cannot be taken up, if the Senator objects. The 

uestion was on postponement, but the Chair un- 
derstood that by unanimous consent it was waived 
for the present, to take up these appropriation 
bills. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I do not un- 
derstend the Senator from New York to object, if 
it be decided that he has no right to present peti- 
tions now, for the other subject would come up 
and shut him out. He has no objection to post- 
poate for half an hour until we ean refer these 

vills, and we can take up the revolutionary pen- 
sion bill and the Military Academy bill, and dis- 
pose of them in five minutes, 

Mr. SEWARD. | hope the honorable Senator 
from Texas will insist upon his motion to post- 
pone until we have gone through this business. 
am prepared to vote upon the question of post- 
ponement. I am prepared to give my vote if the 
yeas and nays are called. I want no time to as- 
sign any reasons. No reasons need be given. 

‘Mr RUSK. If I have not done so, [ certainly 
intended to withdraw my motion for the purpose 
of taking up the bills which lie upon the table, by 
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unanimous consent. The only object 1 had in | 
yiew in making the motion to postpone to Monday | 
was to stifle debate. Yesterday the subject came | 
up, and we had a debate of the whole day, and | 
the very same result will follow to-day. There 
are several bills here before us, and amongst them 
the important bill in relation to postage, which we 
could take up and act upon in fifteen or twenty 
minutes, and { think this isa favorable time. The 
other matter excites much attention; many honor- 
able Senators desire to be heard upon it, and they, 
as a matter of course, looking ortaad to that, 
would not be likely to debate the postage bill if 
wecan getthatup. The postage bill is complete 
except a slight amendment, and in my opinion it 
can be ordered to the third reading in ten minutes, 
and that would enable us to dispose of iton Mon- 
day. It cannot consume much time, for it has 
been fully discussed. I hope it will be taken up. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope so. 

Mr. RUSK. I have no hostility to the refer- 
ence of the President’s message which has been 
proposed by the Senator from Kentucky, nor have 
} any objection to the investigation. We are in 
an important crisis. The question is distinctly 
presented whether the laws of the United States 
are to be respected or entirely disregarded. Al- 
though I regret the consumption of time—although 
| did regret that the whole of yesterday was con- | 
sumed with this subject, still itis a question which | 
involves, in my opinion, in its decision the peace 
and happiness of the country, if not its very ex- 
istence, and therefore | am willing to sit and listen 
calmly to the discussion which may take place 
upon it. I think the time spent in its discussion 
rofitably employed; but at the same time I do 
hope we shall make such a disposition of it as will 
enable us to get up this almost-completed bill, 
which is ready to be voted upon, and then this 
discussion can take place afterwards. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have a suggestion to make, 
and for that a I must appeal to the Senator | 
from Kentucky, as the Senator from New York 
interposes an objection, and will not suffer us to 
lake up these matters during the morning hour. If 
the Senator from Kentucky would consent to the 
postponement of the question of reference of the 
President’s message until Monday, as it is certain 
that it will gige rise to debate, we could dispose 
of many other matters. There are numerous pri- 
vate bills from the House of Representatives 
which we could refer, and thus put them in a train 
for action by the Senate. We should also have an 
opportuniiy, by general consent, to dispose of the 
bill of the Senator from Texas. I have no doubt | 
that the Senate would agree to take a vote upon | 
that bill at a certain hour. If we were to devote | 
this day to these purposes, on Monday we could 
come in, all of us, and take up the subject to 
which the honorable Senator from Kentucky has | 
referred, and give it that attention which its impor- 
tance deserves. That would facilitate the dispatch 
of business very much, because it would enable | 
the Finance Committee to examine the bills now 
upon the table, and it would enable the Senate to 
dispose of those bills which the Committee on Fi- 
nance is ready toreport. The Senate would prob- 
ably get the post office bill out of the way, and on 
Monday we shall have a clear field for the consid- 
eration of the motion of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr. CLAY. I regret thet I cannot agree with 
the Senator from Virgiiwa, [Mr. Hunter.} I 
really must say that I know of no subject of more 
importance than action upon 
None of the other questions comprehend the ex- 
istence of the Government and the enforcement of | 
the law; but this question with reference to the 
message, sir, involves the inquiry whether the | 
‘aws are to be executed in this country or not. 
What more important question than that can arise? | 
The honorable Senator from Virginia says that we 
should havea clear field on Monday. hy, does 
he not know that such is the mass of business | 
pressing upon both Houses that every day brings 
up business of moment and consequence that we 
are called upon to take up and get through with? 
When Monday comes, there will be other subjects 
demanding consideration. The motion laid upon | 
the table yesterday, at the instance of the Senator 
‘rom ‘Tennessee, [Mr. Turney,] with respect to 
* railroad in that State—that was expected to 
come up this morning, and will be brought up and | 


onsidered, and I have no doubt will be acted upon. i 


THE 


that resolution. | 





And, sir, with regard to the post office bill, | am 
perfectly sure that gentlemen are totally mistaken 

| in supposing that in the course of ten minutes it 
can be disposed of. I hope, if the message of the 
President is taken up and acted upon, it will not 
occupy more than an hour. Having done that, 

| we can finish the work upon the President’s table; 

_and all the work that the gentleman from Virginia 

| proposes can be gone through with in the course 
of the day. 

| Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I now withdraw 
my motion to postpone this matter. I hope, how- 
ever, that the Senator from Kentucky and the 
Senate generally will agree to the motion to make 
it the special order of the day for to-day at one 
o’clock. Iam not going to submit the motion un- 
less it is—— : 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the Senator allow me? 
My only object was to favor the Senator from Texas 
and the other Senators who are charged with busi- 
ness which I deem very important, and ofa general 
nature, and to enable them to bring it before the 
Senate. 


tion, it is never my disposition to set up my own 
judgment in opposition to the Senate or those who 


/are charged with responsible subjects. [ with- | 
| draw my opposition. 
Mr. CLAY. I hope the bills upon the table 


will now be taken up and disposed of. 
There being no objection, they Were taken up 
and referred as follows: 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills, received from the House 
yesterday, were severally read a first and second 


time by their titles and referred to the Committee 


on Finance: 


Since the Senator who is charged with | 
the post office bill is inclined to waive his proposi- | 
i 





An act making appropriations for the payment | 
of navy pensions for the year ending the 30th of 


June, 1852. 

An act making appropriations for the current 
and contingent expenses of the Indian department, 
and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the vari 
ous Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30th, 
1852. 

The following bills were severally read a first 
and second time by their utles and referred to the 
Committee of Claims: 

An act for the relief of B. Baudouin and A 
Roberts, of the city of New Orleans. 

An act for the relief of Charles S. 
Charles Wood, and James Hall. 

The following bills were severally read a first 
and second time by their titles and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs: 

An act for the relief of William Gove. 

An act granting relief to Benjamin Cressey 

An act for the relief of Lot Davis. 

The following bills were severally read a first 
and second time by their titles and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions: 

An act for the reliefof Rebecea Freeman. 

An act for the relief of Thomas Flanagan. 

An act for the relief of Jonas D. Platt. 

An act for the relief of Fielding G. Brown 

An act for the relief of Isaac Cobb. 

An act for the relief of Martha Dameron 
| An act for the relief of William Lynch. 

An act for the relief of James Mains. 
An act for the relief of Isaac Downs. 
An act for the relief of Gardner Herring 
An act for the relief of Sylvanus Blodget 


The following joint resolution was read a first 
and second time by its title and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads: 

A joint resolution providing for the adjustment 
of the accounts of John D. Colmesnil, president 
of the Ohio and Mississippi Mail-line Company. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSION BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
| nance, to which was referred the bill making ap- 
propriations for the payment of revolutionary and 
other pensioners of the United States for the year 
| ending 30th June, 1852, reported it back without 
amendment, and asked its immediate considera- 
tion. 

No objection having been made, the Senate pro- 
| ceeded to consider said bill as in Committee of the 
| Whole, and no amendment having been made, it 
| was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third read- 
ing, and, by unanimous consent, was read a third 


D. 


Mathews, 


a 


) time and passed, 


| 
| 
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Mr. HUNTER also, from the same committee, 
to which was referred the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Military Academy for 
the year ending 30th June, 1852, reported back 
the same with an amendment, inserting at the end 
of the bill ** for erecting riding hall, $12,000,"’ and 
asked for its immediate consideration. 

No objection having been made, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the said bill, with the amendment thereto. The 
bill was then reported to the Senate, and the 
amendment having been concurred in, it was or- 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill, as amended, 
was, by unanimous consent, read a third time and 
passed, 

RAILROAD IN MISSOURI. 
The engrossed bill to grant to the State of Mis- 


sour the right of way, and aportion of the public 
land for the purpose of making a railroad from St. 
Louis to the western limits of said State, was read 


a third time and passed. 
RESCUE OF A FUGITIVE SLAVE 
The Senate resumed the 


IN BOSTON. 


consideration of the 


|; motion to refer the President’s message and the 


accompanying papers to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. DOWNS, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate, and was followed by Mr. 


| CLEMENS, Mr BORLAND, Mr. TURNEY, 


Mr. CHASE, Mr. DODGE, of lowa, Mr. 
DOUGLAS, Mr. BUTLER, Mr. CASS, Mr 


| MASON, and others, whose remarks will be found 


in the Appendix. 

Mr. BERRIEN. The peculiar position of the 
State one of whose representatives I am, makes 
me feel it my duty to state as briefly as I can, the 
views which have been suggested, not so much 
by the message of the President of the United 
States, as by the range which this discussion has 
taken; but T presume at this late hour [twenty 
minutes past four o’clock| I shall best consult the 
wishes of the Senate by moving that we do now 
adjourn, 

Mr.GWIN. I hope the Senator will withdraw 
that motion, to enable me to introduce a bill to 
zo toa committee which will meet on Monday 
morning. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair will remind 
the Senator that the question under consideration 
is yet undisposed of. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Cannot the matter which is 
now before the Senate be, by universal consent, 
lnid aside a moment, to enable the Senator from 
California to introduce his bill ? 

The PRESIDENT. [t can be done by unani 
mous consent, although it is somewhat irregular. 
The Chair will throw no obstacle in the way. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope that it will meet the con- 
currence of Senators to postpone this question 
until Monday, and make it the special order for 
two o’clock on that day, and I make that motion. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I will suggest to the Senator 


from Texas that there is a great anxiety that this 


matter should be broughtto a close. It proposes 
a reference to the Judiciary Committee. [tis im- 
portant that committee should have time to con- 
sider it. If it be made the special order of the day 
for Monday, it will be superseded by all other 
special orders; but if it be passed over informally, 
it will be the unfinished business on Monday, and 


will come up first. 


Mr. RUSK. ‘That is the very difficulty I 
wished to obviate; for I wished to afford an op- 
yortunity to get through the morning business. 


Mr. BERRIEN. I beg to reiterate the idea of 


| the Senator from Kentucky—that there is no ques- 
tion of more importance than the question whether 
| the laws of the land upon this subject, which has 


so agitated the whole country, shall be executed. 
I pray, then, that we may be allowed to pursue 
such a course as wiil bring this subject to a close. 

Mr. RUSK. I agree that this is a matter of 
importance; and I think that if it be postponed to 
two o’clock on Monday, we shall come to a con- 
clusion upon it sooner than by not postponing it. 
Rather than to have it come up in the morning, 


| to the exclusion of the morning business, and then 


to take the entire day, I am willing to sit here 
until ten o’clock to night. If it is not postponed, 
I hope the Senate will not adjourn until itis de- 
termined. 


Mr. CLAY. I have reason to think that we 
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cannot get through with this question to-day. If 
there can be a general concurrence that it shall be | 
taken up at two o’clock on Monday, whatever 
may be the state of business at that time, with the 
concurrence of my friend from Georgia, | will ac- 
cede to the arrangement. 

Mr. RUSK. . hope that by general consent 
that arrangement will be made. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I will say with great cheer- 
fulness that if there be such an understanding as 
is suggested by the Senator from Kentucky, I will 
cheerfully assent to postpone this question until 
Monday, and make it the special ames of the day | 
for two o’clock. 

Mr. CLAY. And I will then move that when 
the Senate meets, it shall meet at eleven o’clock. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I should be quite 
willing to agree with the Senator from Georgia, | 
to postpone this question, if there was no one else | 
that wished to speak but himself; but there seem | 
to be many present who would be glad to go on | 
with the discussion. I think we had better get 
through all that we can to-day, and reduce the de- 
bate reserved for Monday as much as possible. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I stated to the Senate that I 
supposed I should best consult the wishes of the 
Senate by moving an adjournment. If that is not 
so, Lam willing that the Senate should take any 
other course—either by going into executive ses- | 
sion, or in any other mode the Senate may please. | 
But i believe the mode suggested by the Senator 
from Kentucky in the one which will tend to bring 
this matter most speedily to a close. 

Mr. CHASE. I hope that the motion will not | 
prevail, unless the Senator from Georgia desires, ; 
for his own personal accommodation, that the 
postponement shall take place. We have but 
eight days more of the session; and it seems to me | 
that we had better dispose of this matter at this 
time, and sit here until we have done it. 

The question being taken upon the motion to | 
postpone, it was agreed to—ayes 25, noes not | 
counted, 


INDIAN TREATY. 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before 
the body a communication from the Secretary of 
the Interior, in answer to a resolution of the Sen- 
ate, transmitting a report of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs in iiigos to a treaty concluded 
with the Menominee tribe of Indians in 1830, ac- | 
companied by a copy of the treaty. 

On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, ordered | 
that it be referred to the Committee on Indian Af- | 
fairs. | 

BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. GWIN, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill (S. 478) granting 
lands to the State of California for seminaries, 
seat of government, and county seat; which was 
read a first and second time, by unanimous con- | 
sent, and referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

PUBLIC LANDS IN OHIO. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill (S. 466) 
to provide for the cession to the State of Ohio of 
the unsold remainder of the public lands within | 
the limits of said State, reported it back with an 
amendment. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 

On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was ordered that 
the hour for the next meeting of the Senate be 
eleven o’clock a, m. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

A message was received from the House of | 
Representatives, by Mr. Youne, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing to the Senate that the House had passed 
the following bill, and asking the concurrence of | 
the Senate therein: - 

H.R. 438. An act making appropriations for | 
the service of the Post Office Department during 
the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1852. 

The bill was read a first and second time, by | 
unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee 
on Finance 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. MASON gave notice of his intention to ask | 
leave to introduce a bill to amend the charter of | 
the city of Washington. 


CALIFORNIA BILLS. 


| 
Mr. GWIN. I wish to make an appeal to the 
Senate. I shall, on Tuesday morning, move that | 


ij 


| Finance. 








the Senate take up three bills of the greatest im- 
portance to the State of California, One is for the 
establishment of a mint at San Francisco, which 
has been reported upon favorably by the Commit- 
tee on Finance, has once aear the Senate, and 
will not, I hope, lead to five minutes discussion. 
Another is the disposal of the civil fund of Cali- 
fornia, reported upon also by the Committee on 
This fund is in the most anomalous po- 
sition. Itisin the hands of the officers of the 
army who have been waiting for weeks in this city 
to settle their accounts with the War Department, 
and cannot do it for the want of authority from 
Congress. This money cannot be paid into the 
Treasury of the United States, nor to the State of 
California, where it rightfully belongs, and where 
I hope and believe it will go, until Congress di- 
rects what disposition shall be made of it. The 
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third bill is to provide for the survey of the public | 


lands in California, and to grant donations to ac- 
tual settlers, reported from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands—a measure of the greatest importance, 
and indispensably necessary to extend the laws of 
the United States in regard to the public domain to 
that State, and grant its citizens the same privi- 
leges that have been accorded to their brethren and 
neighbors in Oregon. I do not think these meas- 
ures will occupy the half of one of our sittings; 
but they are of infinite importance to my constitu- 
ents, and if not soon acted on may be lost, if 
passed here, in the other House, for want of time 
to properly examine them. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. BORLAND. I| hope the Senate will indulge 
me in making a couple of reports which I have 
had on my desk two days. 

The PRESIDENT.” Petitions and memorials 
are first in order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. As petitions are announced 
to be in order, | ask leave to present two petitions 
of citizuns of Kane county, Illinois, remonstra- 
ting against an extension of the patent granted to 
C. H. McCormick for a reaping machine. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented a joint resolution 
of the Legislature of Indiana, in relation to the 
erection of a building for the accommodation of the 
United States court, the post office, and land office; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, February 24, 1851. 


The House met at eleven o’clock. The Journal 
of ae was read and approved. 

Mr. VAN DYKE asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution: 

Whereas the Senate, by its resolution of September 28th, 
1850, paid to their Chaplain the sum of $83 33 for extra 
compensation more than was paid to the Chaplain of the 
House for like services ; therefore— 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay out of the 
contingent fund thereof, to the Rev. R. R. Gur.ey, the sum 
of $83 33 as additional compensation for his services du- 
ring the last session of Congress. 


Mr. JONES objected. 

Mr. VAN DYKE moved to suspend the rules, 
in order to enable him to introduce the resolution. 

The SPEAKER stated the motion to suspend 
the rules was not now in order, as there was a 
motion pending to reconsider. 

Mr. BURT called for the regular order of busi- 
ness, but withdrew his demand, to enable 

Mr. HOLMES to ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report from the Committee on the 
Library the resolution of the Senate for the dis- 
tribution of an additional volume of the Annals of 
Congress. He said that these books were very 
valuable, and would have to be returned unless 
this resolution was passed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, objected. 

Mr. HOLMES moved to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER said that he had already deci- 
ded that that motion was not in order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS asked for and obtained leave 
to withdraw certain papers from the files of the 
House. 

Mr. BURT called for the regular order of busi- 
ness. 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 

The SPEAKER stated that the regular order of 
business was the pending motion made by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer,] to lay on the 
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table the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the House had agreed to lay the fortification ap- 
propriation bill upon the table, made by the an. 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayy.} 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. JONES moved a call of the House, and on 
| that motion demanded the yeas and nays, ang 
| they were ordered. 
"The question being taken on Mr. Jongs’s mo. 
tion, it was decided in the negative—yeas 57, nays 
92—as follows: : 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Andrews, Bingham, Bowlin 
| Wm. J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Butler, Joseph Cable, Chey.’ 
land, W. R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Danner, Dimmick, Dovy 
Durkee, Alexander Evans, Featherston, Fitch, Gilmor. 
Goodenow,-Hamilton, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hebarg’ 
Hibbard, Hilliard, Holmes, Jones, Littlefield, MeClernang’ 
McLanahan, R. M. McLane, McQueen, John K. Miller 
Daniel F. Miller Morris, Merrison, Morse, Orr, Parker’ 
Peaslee, Penn, Phelps, Pitman, Richardson, Robingoy’ 
Ross, Spaulding, Sweetser, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Uy_ 
derhill, Van Dyke, Wallace, Wentworth, Whittlesey 
Woodward, and Young—57. a 
NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Anderson, Ashmuy 
Bayly, Beale, Bowie, Boyd, Briggs, Brisbin, Brooks, By, 
rows, E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Cartter 
| Casey, Chandler, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crow. 
ell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Edmundson, Eliot, Nathan 
Evans, Ewing, Freedley, Giddings, Gilbert, Gott, Greey 
Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hampton, Isham G. Harris, Hay’ 
Henry, Holladay, Houston, Howard, Howe Hunter, Joseph 
W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, Julian, 
George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Lefiler, 
Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, McGaughey, Moore, Morton, 
Nelson, Newell, Olds, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Peck, Pheniy, 
Potter, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, Rock- 
well, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, 
Seddon, Silvester, Sprague, Frederick P. Stanton, Richa 
H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, 
| Stetson, Strong, Thomas, James "Thompson, Thurman, 
Toombs, Tuck, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, White, Wii- 

drick, and Williams—92. 


So a call of the House was not ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Carrren’s 
| motion to lay the motion to reconsider on the ta- 
ble, and it was decided in the affirmative—yens 
101, nays 87—as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Anderson, Bingham, 
Bissell, Bowlin, Boyd, Brisbin, William J. Brown, Butler, 
Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Campbell, Cartter, Cleveland, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, 
Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Danner, Deberry, Diinmick, 
Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, N. Evans, Feather- 
ston, Fitch, Giddings, Gilbert, Gilmore, Gott, Gould, Green, 
Hall, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, ‘Thomas L. Har- 
ris, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Howe, Bunter, Andrew 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Horace Mann, 
Job Mann, Marshall, McClernand, MeDonala, McGaughey, 
McLanahan, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, John K. Miller, 
Daniel F. Miller, Morehead, Morris, Morrison, Morse, 
Ogle, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Phelps, Potter, Powell, 
Reed, Richardson, Robinson, Root, Sacket, Schoolcratt, 
Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
James Thompson, Toombs, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Watkins, Whittlesey, Wildrick, and Young—101. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Ashmun, Bayly, 
| Bocock, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, 
| Burt, E. C. Cabell, Casey, Chandler, Cole, Daniel, Dickey, 
Dixon, Duncan, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Ewing, Fuller, 
Gentry, Goodenow, Grinnell, Halloway, flamilton, Ham- 
mond, Hampton, Hay, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holladay, Holmes, 
Houston, Howard, Joseph W. Jackson, William T. Jack- 
son, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Georg@ G. King, James 
G. King, John A. King, La Sére, Leffler, Levin, Little- 
field, Mason, Matteson, McKissock, Robert M. McLane, 
Millson, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Otis, Parker, 
Peaslee, Peck, Penn, Phenix, Putnam, Risley, Robbins, 
Rockwell, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, 
Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Sprague, Frederick P. Stan- 
ton, Stetson, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vin- 
ton, White, and Williams—87. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 

Mr. POTTER gave notice of his intention to 
report the post route bill to-morrow morning, ant 
expressed a hope that members who desired to ofler 
-amendments to the bill would be prepared to do 
so. 


| THE FIVE MINUTES RULE. 
} 


nd, 











Mr. BAYLY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a resolution to suspend for 
| the remainder of the session, the rule which allows 
that ‘* when debate is closed by the order of the 

House, any member shall be allowed in committee 
five minutes to explain any amendment he may 
| offer.”’ 

Several Members objected. 


| Mr. BAYLY moved to suspend the rules to 
| enable him to introduce that resolution. 

| Mr. HALL demanded the yeas and nays. 

| Mr. MASON inquired whether a motion to sus- 
pend the rules was in order? : 

__ The SPEAKER stated that it was in order. 
|The Chair had decided that the prior motions this 


| morning to suspend the rules were not in order 
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ending the motion to reconsider; but that having 
been disposed of, a motion to suspend the rules 
was now in order. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, and were—yeas 100, 
nays 88; as follows: 


yV.AS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Ashmun, Bayly, 
Bennett, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Bullard, Bur- 
rows, Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Casey, Chan- 
dler, Clarke, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Danner, 
Pixon, Duncan, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Freedley, Gentry, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grin- 
nell, Holloway, Hammond, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, 
Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holmes, Houston, Howard, 
Howe, Hunter, James L. Johnson, George G. King, James 
G. King, John A. King, Leffler, Horace Mann, McGaughey, 
McKissock, Robert M. McLane, Meacham, Meade, Daniel 
F. Miller, Millson, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Newell, 
Ogle, Outlaw, Peck, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Rey- 
nolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Sawtelle, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Sprague, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Stetson, Strong, Thurman, Toombs, 
Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Watkins, 
White, Whittlesey, and Williams—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Alston, 
Averett, Beale, Bell, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Burt, Edward C. Cabell, Joseph Cable, George A. 
Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, 
Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Dunham, Durkee, Ed- 
mundson, Fiteh, Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, Gorman, Green, 
Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Tho- 
mas L. Harris, Hebard, Holladay, Joseph W. Jackson, 
Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, La 
Sére, Levin, Littlefield, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, Mat- 
teson, MeClernand, McDonald, McDowell, McMullen, Mc- 
Queen, McWillie, Morris, Morrison, Morse, Morton, Olds, 
Orr, Otis, Parker, Peaslee, Penn, Phelps, Pheenix, Robbins, 
Robinson, Root, Sackett, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Waldo, 
Wallace, Weilborn, Wentworth, Wildrick, Woodward, and 
Young—8s8. 


So, two thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the House resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Burt, of South Carolina, in the chair.) 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the committee took 
up for consideration the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill. 

Mr. BAYLY suggested that, as it was a very 
long bill, the reading of it in chief be dispensed 
with, and that the committee take it up and con- 


sider it paraggaph by paragraph. 
The GHATRMAN said that it was a bill of 


forty-three pages, containing more than one thou- | 
1 


sand lines, and that, if there was no objection, the 
reading would be dispensed with. 

No objection being made, the Clerk then read 
the first paragraph of the bill. 

Mr. BAYLY said that he would not detain the 
committee with a speech; but he felt it his duty to 
call the attention of the members of the House, 
and more especially of those who had become 
members since the adoption of the five minute 
rule, to a statement that he wished to make. He 
was desirous of showing the committee that unless 
that rule was suspended, they would not be able 
to pass all the appropriation bills, or even get 
through the civil and diplomatic bill. 

Mr. CARTTER called the gentleman to order, 
on the ground that he was not addressing the com- 
mittee on the subject of the bill. 

‘ The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of or- 
er. 

Mr. BAYLY said he was surprised that the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cartrrer] should sup- 
pose that, in opening the debate upon a bill, it was 
out of order to make suggestions as to the best 
mode of passing it. He held in his hand a state- 
ment that had been furnished him by the Clerk, 

which it appeared, that, at the last session of 
Congress, when, as was known to the House, that 
it was a very late period before that bill could be 
got up, and when, as it was also well known, that 
the House was wearied out with protracted ses- 
sions, and when the day of adjournment had been 
fixed, the general debate on the civil and diplomat- 
ic bill had been stopped on the 16th of jm ust, 
and did not pass until the 27th, making eleven 
days from the time the general debate was stopped 
until the bill was passed, under the operation of 
this five minute rule. His recollection was, that 


from the period of the adoption of the five minute 
rule, down to this time, the House had never got 
through a five minutes’ debate on the bill in less 
than ten or twelve days. Soin reference to the navy 
apprepriation bill. 


At the very last Congress, 
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| House that this five minute rule was one of recent 


| duty to perform, and disagreeable as it was, he 





debate upon this bill. 


the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vixron,] who 
was then chairman of the Committee of Ways and || 
Means, althoughconstantly appealing tothe Viaest, 
as he (Mr. B.) was now, could not get the Navy 
bill through in less than eight days, under the five 
minute rule. And so also with the Army bill. It 
had invariably taken four or five days, under the || 
five minute rule. Now, from this statement, the 
House must see that unless the five minute rule 
was suspended it was utterly impossible to pass 
these bills. So that after this day, such gentlemen 
as intended to insist pertinaciously upon that rule 
would, in his opinion, make themselves responsi- 
ble to the country for the defeat of these bills, and 
the special session of Congress, which would be 
inevitable. 


It might not be known to all the members of the 


origin. For many years after he (Mr. B.) be- 
came a member of this House there existed no 
such rule, and what he was now proposing was 
simply, in view of the press of business, and the 


short period of the session still remaining, to re- || 
turn to the practice of the House which ob- 


tained from the foundation of the Government. 
He felt it his duty to make this statement, to re- 
lieve himself from the responsibility of the failure 
of the public business if it should occur. 

Mr. OTIS (interposing) inquired of the gentle- 
man from Virginia if, at the period to which he 
referred, there was any rule by which debate 
could be stopped ? 

Mr. BAYLY. Certainly. 
session of Congress 

Mr. OTIS said that he was speaking in refer- 
ence to the time when this five minute rule did not 
exist. What he wished to know was, whether, 
at that period, there was any means of stopping 
debate ? 

Mr. BAYLY replied that certainly there was. 

Mr. VINTON said that the practice of the 
House had been to stop debate by order of the 
House—the House passing a resolution to stop de- 
bate. 

Mr. BAYLY would repeat, that at the last ses- 
sion of Congress, it was eleven days from the pe- 
riod when the general debate was stopped by a 
resolution of the House before the bill was passed 
under this five minute rule; and he could say, with 
perfect confidence, that unless the five minute rule 
was now rescinded, the House could not possibl 
get through with the civil and diplomatic bill, cue 
less with the Army and Navy appropriation bills. 
It was very disagreeable to him to be presenting 
himself in the attitude seemingly of dragooning 
the House; but he could not help it. He had a 


It was at the last 








should continue to perform it. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. McCLERNAND obtained the floor, and 
said: It is not my purpose, at this time, to enter 
into any discussion on the bill immediately before 
the committee; but I design to offer some remarks 
upon another subject, which I take to be open to 
I refer to the proposal of 
indemnifying American citizens for spoliations 
committed upon their property by the French 
prior to the year 1801 

Mr. McDONALD raised the point of order, 
that according to the rule of the House in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, a 
member must speak to the question immediatel 
under consideration. But the gentleman from Il- 
linois had indicated his intention not to speak to 





that question, and that consequently he was out of || 


order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is obliged to 
overrule the point of order made by the gentleman 
from Indiana; and he assures the committee that 
he will immediately call a member to order when- 
ever, in his opinion, he violates the rules, and he 
will do all that is in his power to expedite the 
business of the House The usage has been so 
long established, is so inveterate, and so well 
founded, that a gentleman in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union may speak to any 
matter of public policy that he chooses, that the 
Chair cannot undertake to restrain him. 





Mr. McDONALD appealed from the decision || 


of the Chair. 
Mr. HALL called for tellers upon the appeal; 


| from Llinois 
| fies to the committee his intention to speak upon a 
| question of public policy which does not necessa- 


| the House. 


| tee of the Whole on the state of the Union reported 
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the point of order was, and what was the decision 
appealed from. 

‘he CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania what is the 
question of order. The House is now in Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
has proceeded to the consideration of the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill. The gentleman 
i! fr. McCcernanp] rises and signi- 


| ril 





relate to this bill 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama—and that is not before 


Mr. McCLERNAND. I wiil say that I pro- 
pose also to consider the effect that this bill will 
probably have upon the finances of the country. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Illi- 
nois expresses his intention to speak of a bill 
which he describes as a bill to makecompensation 
for French spoliations. The Chair feels it due 
to himself to say, and appeals to every mem- 
ber of the committee to sustain him in the asser- 
tion, that it has been the uniform practice of the 
House, when the House resolves itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
| that gentlemen may speak to any question of pub- 
lic policy whatever, and the longest debates wash 
have ever taken place in the American Congress 
have taken place on this bill. The Chair, there- 
fore, overrules the point of order. 

Mr. COBB wished to inquire if the committee 
| had nota few days since nial the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. Stantdn] out of order under pre- 
cisely similar circumstances? 

The CHAIRMAN. I cannot say. 
| Mr. COBB said that the committee had done so. 

They had ruled the gentleman from Tennessee out 
| of order, when he was about to speak on the post 
| office appropriation bill. 
| ‘The question on the appeal, Shall the decision 
| of the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
tee? was then taken by tellers, (Messrs. Casie, 
of Ohio, and Hunter acting,) and was decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 80, noes 73. 
| So the decision of the Chair was sustained as 
the judgment of the committee. 

Mr McCLERNAND then opposed the French 
spoliation bill, and stated the general grounds of 
| his opposition to it. He insisted that the Ameri- 
can Government not only did not recognize its 
liability for these claims under the treaty with 
| France, but it further appeared that it did not in- 
tend to do so. The French having violated the 
| treaty on which the claims were originally based, 
| we were absolved from all obligation. The claims, 
in addition, were extinguished by the operation of 
war. The Supreme Court of the United States 
| settled this question. In summing up his argu- 
| ments, he said that the five millions of dollars pro- 

posed to be appropriated would cause embarrass- 
| ment to the Treasury, and that the money would 
| not go to the original claimants, but into the pock- 
| ets of speculators and claim agents, whose influ- 
| ence appeared to render this measure irresistible. 
| [See Appens for this speech. ] 
I 








Mr. McC. having concluded, 

Mr. VINTON next obtained the floor, and said: 
| | am very well satisfied that what was said by the 
| chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
| is entirely true, and that it is impossible to get 
| through with the appropriation bills unless debate 
| is stopped upon this bill. And,in my yar we 
| cannot get through with them without the suspen- 
| sion of the five minutes rule. I think that we ought 
| not to spend any further time in general debate 
| upon this bill, and I therefore move that the com- 
| mittee rise, with a view to offer a resolution to ter- 
minate the general debate upon the bill. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. . 
| $o the committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the chairman of the Commit- 


| progress. 

Mr. VINTON offered the usual resolution to 
close debate upon the civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill within thirty minutes after the com- 
mittee again resume the consideration thereof. 

Mr. OTIS moved to amend the resolution by 
| striking out thirty, and inserting five in lieu there- 













and tellers were ordered. 
Mr. CASEY requested the Chair to state what | 


of. 
| Mr. BURT called for the previous question. 
The previous question received a second, and 
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the main question was ordered; which main ques- 
tain was first upon agreeing to the amendment. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was not agreed to; and the original resolution 
was then agreed to, 

On motion by Mr. VINTON, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the House again resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, next obtained 
the floor. He indicated the topics of a speech 
which he intended to make the other day, while 
the bill for the establishment of a line of steamers 
from California to China was pending. He spoke 
in favor of lines to connect the United States with 
the great divisions of the globe. As to the gen- 
eral propriety of such a system, he referred to one 
fact. South Carolina has established a line of 





necessary to say anything as to the particular de- 
sign of that State, but he supposed she was pre- 
paring for a separate state of existence. Whether 
she contemplates this immediately or not, the fact 
that she is prepared for such a line is significant of 
ihe general propriety of the policy. England, he 
had been informed, is quietly laying the keels of 
vessels designed to command thegreat trade of the 
Pacific ocean; and he had been told that the sub- 
ject of aline to Africa had been agitated in Great 
Britain. ‘The idea was awakened no doubt by the 
proposition he reported during the last session of 
Congress. 

{For speech of Mr. Sranron, see Appendix. } 

Mr. NEWELL next obtained the floor. He 

said it was not his intention to speak upon the bill 
levitimately before the committee, but to avail 
himself of the latitude usually allowed to debate 
when in Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, a few remarks upon that portion of the 
report of the Secretary of the Interior which re- 
lates to the establishment of an Agricultural Bu- 
reau and the purchase of the Mount Vernon es- 
ate by the Government. Mr. N. then addressed 
the House at some leneth in favor of both these 
measures. [A report of his speech will be found 
in the Appendix. 

Mr. JOHN A. KING followed in reply to the 

peech of Mr. McCiernanp, and in favor of in- 
demnifying the sufferers by the French spolia- 
tions, E 

Mr. K. havine concluded, 

Mr. MORSE next addressed the committee on 
the same side of the question, and in further reply 
to Mr. MeCrernanpv. [All these speeches will 
be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. MORSE having concluded 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, addressed a few 
remarks to the committee in reference to the sys- 
tem of light-houses at present in use in the United 
States. He stated that that system had, years 
since, been rejected elsewhere by the civilized 
world at large; and that it was universally con- 
ceded to be the worst and most expensive system 
that had ever been adopted. The reflecting lizht 
used in the United States system, was not only 
the least effective, but the most expensive. In 
1832, it had been rejected by the British nation, 
and the lens system had been substituted for it. 
Not only had the change been found to increase 
the utility of the system, but also greatly to de- 
crease the amount of expense. The proportion of 
light afforded by the reflecting light was as 17 to 
85 by the lens; whilst, at the same time, owing to 
the immense quantity of oil consumed, the cost of 
maintaining the former was two and a half times 
wreater than the latter. He (Mr. E.) would there- 
fore give notice that he would, at the roper time, 
move an amendment to the bill, authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to effect such changes 
in the light-house system as the interest of the 
public might seem to demand 

Mr. BAYLY having a right to close the de- 
bate, sud that he was very desirous of making 
some remarks concerning a few provisions of this 
bill, but the time was so precious that he would 
forbear doing so 

The C.ers reported the first item of the bill, as 
follows: 

For compensation and mileage of Senators, Members of 
the House of Representatives, and Delegates, $835,040 : 
Provided, ‘That the mileage of Senators, Representatives. 
and Delegates, shall hereaiter be computed on the route by 
which the mails are transported fram the Capitol to the res- 
idence of such Senator, Representative, or Delegate : .?nd 
provided further, That no such member of either branch of 


Cougress, residing east of the Rocky Mountains, shall re 
ceive more than 81,000 mileage for each session, und no 
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steamers connecting her with Europe. It was not | 
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‘such Member or Delegate residing west of the Rocky 


' to the fact that the present law is unequal and 


| from Washington city to his place of residence. 


resides to whom it is addressed, and that ma 


! - . . 
further than his residence, and would then return | 


| cerning it, 


est,’* and insert ** usual.”’ 


| have proposed is adopted, this mileage will be 
| computed upon the nearest mail route; and the 
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Mr. McDONALD would be very happy to ac. 
cept the amendment, but for the fact, that it would 
in his estimation, place the law just as it now 
was, and liable to the same inequalities. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that debate on the 
| part of the gentleman from Indiana was not now 
in order. 

Mr. STEPHENS said that he had no furthe; 
remarks to make, and hoped that the House 
would adopt his amendment, to put in the word 
‘* usual ’’ in place of the word * nearest.” 

Mr. McDONALD. I wish to say one word jy 
opposition to the amendment. The law as it now 
stands requires that the mileage to be paid to 
members shall be computed — the most usual! 
traveled road; and it is well known that the sys- 
tem of computing upon the most usually traveled 
road gives a very great latitude in selecting the 
route. There are different routes from all places 
of residence to Washington city, some longer and 
some shorter. From my own residence, for jn- 
stance, there are three routes. The one most 
usually traveled, at certain seasons of the year, js 
not the one most usually traveled at certain other 
seasons. For instance, in Summer, the most 
usually traveled route is to go up the canal to the 
lakes, down the lakes, and by that way to New 
York. But in the Winter season that route js 
closed up; and, consequently, in Winter the east- 
ern route, through the State of Ohio, and up the 

| Ohio river, is the most usual route. The same 
difficulty would occur if the words, ‘the usual 
route by which the mails are transported”’ were 
inserted, because there may be one route differing 
in length from another route, leaving the member 
in computing his mileage, and the committee in 
adjusting it, to select between several routes which 
| is the most usual one. But if ‘* the nearest route” 
'is inserted as the one upon which the mileage 
shall be computed, then the Committee on Mileage 
will have nothing to do but to ascertain from the 
Post Office Department what is the nearest mail 
| route to the member’s residence, and it will bea 
_mere calculation to ascertain what the amount of 
mileage due to him is. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment proposed by Mr. Strepuens, 
and it was agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. McDonatp’s 
amendment as amended, and it was Miso agreed to. 

Mr. THURMAN moved to amend the section 
by inserting, after the word * call,”’ in line 22, the 
words ** to meet.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FITCH moved to amend by inserting in 
the 12th line, after the word ‘‘route,’’ the words 
‘tas reported by the Post Office Department.” 

Mr. F. said that long acquiescence in the pres- 
ent law had given it the strength which pertains 
to most ancient usages. It has the strength not 
only of law, but of custom. The motivesof mem- 
bers attempting a change in the existing law are 
very apt to be impugned. But no fear of misrep- 
resentation of motives should deter us from what 
we deem right. As an individual he desired « 
change; as chairman of the Committee on Mileage, 
and therefore supposed to know somewhat of the 
practical operation of the present law, it was his 
duty to urge a change. Any proposed change will 
be far more likely to be successful, if made as 
is this, in the form of an amendment to the general 
appropriation bill, than if brought forward as a 
separate bill. A separate bill might never be 
reached for final action in taking its regular course, 
or might be defeated here, or in the Senate. 

This (appropriation) bill, from its privileged 
character, must be reached, and we scarce dare 
defeat it. ‘The opponénts of mileage reform, how- 

ever willing they may be to defeat a separate bill 
for that purpose, will hardly dare defeat a genera! 
appropriation bill because it may contain a reform 
clause. The present law gives mileage by ‘“‘the 
usually traveled road.” There is no latitude, no 
option, with the Mileage Committee. Their im- 
perative duty, under the law and custom, is to 
compute mileage by the ‘‘usually traveled road. 
They have first, in each individual case, to ascer- 
tain what that road is. It is extremely difficult to 
do this. There is no reliable source from whence 
to obtain the information. Members are in many 
instances themselves unable to give it. And, after 
the route is ascertained, it is still more difficult to 
ascertain the distance to each member’s residence 
by that route. And the routes themseives are an- 


Mountains, shall receive more than $2,000 mileage for each 
session; nor shall any member of the Senate receive mile- | 
age for any session of that body which may be called with- | 
in thirty days after the adjournment of both Houses of Con- 
gress, unless the travel for which such mileage is charged 
has actually been performed. 

Mr. McDONALD moved to amend the section 
by inserting inline twelve, before the word ‘‘route,”’ 
the word ** nearest,”’ 

Mr. McD. said: I offer the amendment for this 
purpose. ‘That clause of the bill as it now stands 
is indefinite. It provides that the mileage shall 
be paid to the members of the House and Senate | 
upon the route by which the mails are transported | 
from the Capitol to the residence of such Senator 
or Representative. Now, sir, there is scarcely a | 
member upon this floor that may not compute the 
mileage that he may be entitled to under the section 
as reported by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
upon at least half a dozen routes. If there was 
but one single route by which the mails could be 
transported from Washington city to the residence 
of the members, this section as reported by the 
committee would be definite. But, sir, taking my 
own section of the country as an example, we have 
its northern and eastern and southern routes. 
The mails are transported by way of New York, | 
passing down the lakes and coming down our ca- 
nals into the interior of the State. Again: they 
are taken direct through to Wheeling. And 
again: they come south, down by the Ohio river. 
Now, sir, if it is intended to make a reform upon 
the subject of mileage, such as shall be fair and | 
equal in its operations, no man can shut his eyes 


unfair, and liable to abuse. 

I wish the reform to be of such a character as 
not to give rise to the abuses to which the old sys- 
tem has been liable. If the amendment which I 


Committae on Mileage will have nothing to do in 
ascertaining the amount of mileage to which each 
member is entitled, but to ascertain from the Post 
Office Department what is the nearest mail route 


I suppose that is intended to equalize what has 
been regarded as an unequal distribution of the 
pay of members under the present system. But 
where there are, as there are in many States, dis- 
tributing offices at various points, in place of re- 
ducing the distances for which a member will be 
entitled to charge, the bill, as it now stands, will 
increase it. [tis well known that when a letter 
is transported beyond a State or Territory, it is 
first entered at the distributing office within the 
State, if such offices exist, where the individual 
take 
it directly away even further from Washington 
city than the residence of the member. The mail 
being transported from Washington city to the 
residence of a member of my own State who lives 
on the eastern border, would naturally go to the 
distributing office, which is some fifty or sixty miles 


again. So that, computed by the mail route, that 
member would be entitled, under the construction 
riven to this bill, to draw double mileage for a | 
route that he never traveled. If a reform, as I have | 
said before, is to be made, let it be made on such 
terms as shall give a definite and fixed character 
to the amount. 

{Here the Chairman’s hammer fell. ] 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, wished to call | 
the attention of the House to the fact, that this || 
mileage question, annoying as the subject in itself 
was, and little as there was in it to commend it to 
the attention, or even the respectful consideration 
of the House, had been discussed and debated 
over and over again. He therefore hoped that no 
gentleman who Was opposed to any change in 
regard to mileage would make — speech con- 
cerning it at all, or eae any discussion con- 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to amend 
the amendment by striking out the word ‘ near- 


He agreed, he said, in the general object pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Indiana in that 
amendment, but he did not think it wise to say 
the ** nearest’’ mail route. To say the ‘ usual ”’ 
mail route would be better; and if the gentleman 
would accept of that modification, he would not 
propose his amendment, 
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nually changing, by the construction of new rail- | 


3. . 
Not half, especially of the new members, know 
the distance on their routes. Of several traveling 
‘. part the same route, some one may know, or 


estimate his distance, and others are estimated by || 


his, with such approximation to certainty as can 
be pbtained. These difficulties, and the errors and 
abuses to Which they lead, should be obviated. 


But neither the change proposed by the Committee | 


of Ways and Means nor the amendment of my 
colleague, (Mr. peter Pi amended by the 
rentieman from Gavem St >. ee will 
obviate such ¢:fficulties. hey on no fixed, 
definite rule for the guidance of the 
mittee, or members, materially different from the 
present law. The mileage should not only be b 
a mail route, but by the usual or shortest mail 
route; and the distance by such route should be 
reported from the Post Office Depariment. There 
wil] then be a fixed, unvarying rule, by which 
mileage in each case can be ere and correctly 
estimated. He strove, early and late, to the ex- 
tent of his ability last session, to procure a modi- 
feation of the present law, similar to the one now 
asked, but unsuccessfully. 

The question was taken on Mr. Fircn’s amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to strike | 


out the second proviso to the section. He would 
say in regard to it, that the House had had sufli- 
cient experience as to the inutility of any such 
item as that, and it might as well be done away 
with atonce. The only result of the second pro- 
viso would be to consume the time of the House, 
which the Committee of Ways and Means were 
endeavoring to impress upon the House it was 
important not to waste. Now, whilst the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means endeavored to impress 
upon the committee the necessity of immediate ac- 
tion, the chairman of that committee had at the 
very same time brought forward here the most 
pestiferous question that had ever been before the 
American Congress, and one that was sure to give 
risetodebate. He imagined that if any one would 
reflect upon the subject, he would see that the 
pay of members was little enough already, and he 
hoped that the committee would strike out this 
proviso. 

Mr. CARTTER hoped that the recommenda- 
tion of the Committee of Ways and Means, in 
reference to mileage, might be agreed to by the 
committee. It was an act of justice in equalizing 
the pay of members on this floor. ‘There was no 
reason why the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. 
Jounson] should receive $2,000, while a member 
from Ohio receives only $400. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Do I receive it? 

Mr. CARTTER. The gentleman receives not 
much less. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It is $400 less. 

Mr. CARTTER. Then there was no. reason 
why he should receive $1,600, and a member 
from Ohio only $800 or $400. It was a question 
of pay, not a question of per diem. This allow- 
ance for mileage was no part of that, and bore no 
correspondence to the length of time consumed in 
reaching the Capitol. It wasa question of equal- 
ity among the members of the House. He was 
in favor of the limitation reported by the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. First, as a question of 
equality among the members it ought to be ear- 
ried, and in doing that, the House would put an 
end to the whole question of mileage. It would 
bring members nearer on a level in the amount of 
pay they received for the services they performed. 
‘or this reason, he hoped that the amendment of 


the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. Jonnson] || 


would not be agreed to, but that the committee 
would adhere to the billas reported. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Jounson’s 
‘mendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES moved to strike out all after the 
word ** provided,’’ in the tenth line, to and inclu- 
ding the twenty-fourth; as follows: 


“That the mileage of Senators, Representatives, and Del- — 


fgates, shall hereafter be computed on the route by which 
ihe mails are transported from the Capitol to the residence 
of such Senator, Representative, or Delegate: dnd pro- 
vided further, That no such member of either branch of 
“ongress, residing east of the Rocky Mountains, shall re- 
ceive more than $1,008 mileage for each session, and ne 
such Member or Delegate residing west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains shall receive more than $2,000 mileage for each ses- 
‘100; nor shall any member of the Senate receive mileage 
for any session of that body which may be called within 


ileage Com- | 





| boats. 


| of this House. 
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thirty days after the adjournment of both Houses of Con- 
gress, unless the travel for which such mileage is charged 


|| has been actually performed.” 


And insert: 


“ That from and after the passage of this act, each Sena 
tor and Representative in Congress, and each Delegate from 
a Territory, shall be allowed and paid 34 for every twenty 
miles of travel going to and returning from the Capitol at 
each session of Congress, estimated and computed by the 
route on which the mails are transported between the seat 
of Government and the residence of the respective Sena- 
tors, Representatives, and Delegates: Provided further, 
however, That no Senator, Representative, or Delegate, 
shall be allowed or receive mileage for any session of Con 
gress, or of either House, which shall be commenced within 
thirty days after the termination of any preceding session of 
Congress, or of either House, unless the travel for which 
mileage is charged, shall be actually performed. Any law 


| to the contrary notwithstanding.’ 


Mr. J. said: Mr. Chairman, under the act of 
1818 each Senator, Representative, and Delegate, is 
entitled to, and receives eight dollars for every 
twenty miles he travels in coming to and returning 
from the seat of Government, estimated by the 
most usual route from the residence of the Senator, 
Representative, or Delegate, as the case may be. 
At the time that act was passed, there was not a 
foot of railroad in the country, and but few steam- 
The travel had to be performed by pri- 
vate conveyance, or by the mail hacks and stages, 
and in either case over roads in the worst possible 
condition, there being but few, if any, good or 
even tolerable roads at that time. It was then 
thought that twenty miles wasa tolerably fair day’s 
travel, and the compensation was fixed at eight 
dollars, the same as the per diem allowance. There 
are now persons in Congress, who were then 
members either of this House or of the Senate, 
who then required from four to five weeks to make 
the journey from their residence to this Capitol. 
The same individuals can now perform the jour- 
ney in as many days, and yet the compensation 
remains the same. From one hundred and fift 
to two hundred miles can now be traveled ina raif- 
road car or upon a steamboat, in as short period 
of time as twenty miles could be at the time this 
mileage compensation was fixed, perhaps quite as 
cheap, and certainly with much greater ease and 
comfort, and decidedly less wear and tear of the 
body. 

The lowest mileage allowance of any member 
upon this floor is twelve dollars and eighty cents, 
and the greatest amount paid to a. member living 
east of the Rocky Mountains for mileage is 
$2,400; the one requiring but a few hours to make 
the journey, the other requiring some twelve or 
fourteen days to reach the Capitol. The largest 
mileage allowance received by a Member or Dele- 
gate from west ofthe Rocky Mountains, is $3,452. 
This mileage allowance is wrong somewhere, and 
should be corrected. If it is intended merely as 
compensation for the time required to perform the 


travel and reimbursement of the expenses actually 


incurred, it is too great; it is enormous, and should 
be corrected by decreasing the amount allowed. 
If it is ented and given as part compensation 
to the Senators, Representatives, and Delegates, 
it is unequal and unjust, and should be corrected 
by being equalized. 

The provision which I have moved to strike 
out of the bill, is an old and familar acquaintance 
It is the same which has been re- 
peatedly reported in the civil and diplomatic ap- 


propriation bill, generally sustained by the House | 


and retained in the bill, and as uniformly receded 
from when stricken out by the Senate. I have 
always voted to retain it in the bill, and against 
concurring with the Senate striking it out; not 
because it was what I desired, but because it was 
the best I could get, This provision, as it is in 
the bill, does not equalize the mileage, nor is it 
proposed by this provision to make the allowance 
a fair one for the time required and expense in- 
curred in performing the travel. It is merely 
proposed to limit the amount to be received, by 


declaring that no Senator, Representative, or Dele- 


gate, residing east of the Rocky Mountains, shall 
receive exceeding one thousand dollars mileage. 
And no one residing west of the same mountains 
shall receive exceeding two thousand dollars. I 
venture to say this proposition will always receive 


| the support of a majority of the two hundred and 
thirty--th 


ree members. We all like to appear 
on the side of economy when we can do so 
without infringing our own rights and interests. 
Of the whole number of Members and Delegates 


| . 5s - 
| entitled to seats upon this floor, the mileage of those 


| itself to the favorable consideration of all. 
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who will be affected by the provision now in the 
bill is but forty,—thirty-eight Representatives and 
two Delegates—leaving one hundred and _ninety- 
five members whose interest is untouched by this 
provision in the bill. Of the nine members on the 
Committee of Ways and Means, only two of them 
receive more than one thousand dollars for mile- 
age—the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Tuomp- 
son} and the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Green.] My own mileage is under one thousand 
dollars. I wish to me all, and affect the in- 
terests of all in exactly the same proportion. The 
aggregate amount of mileage paid to those oceu- 
pying seats upon this floor for the present session, 
18 $151,999 20. The aggregate excess of mileage 
of the House over one thousand dollars, is 
$24,893 60, and will be a saving of just that sum, 
should this provision of the bill become law—not 
because it is just, but because the majority in 
Congress wills it. By the amendment which | 
have moved in lieu of the provision proposed to 
be stricken out, it is provided that each Senator, 
Representative, and Delegate, shall receive, from 
a after the passage of this act, four dollars for 
every twenty miles of travel to and from the seat 
of Government, estimated by that route upon 
which the mails shall be transported between the 
Capitol and residence of the members respectively, 
instead of eight dollars for every twenty miles of 
travel, as at present. By my amendment it is 
proposed to reduce the mileage one half—from 
eight to four dollars—and a reduction of the ag- 
gregate amount paid to those in this House for 
mileage, from $151,999 20 to $75,999 60; and in 
exactly the same proportion will the mileage of 
Senators be tinal if my amendment prevails. 

This is just, fair, and equitable, and commends 
It affects 
alike the twelve dollars and eighty cents mileage, 
and the thirty-four hundred and fifty-two dollars 
mileage, and is better compensation, with the pres 
ent improved modes of travel, than was the present 
compensation or allowance when it was fixed in 
1818, under the then existing state of things. 

The other provisions of my amendment do 
not differ materially from the provisions which I 
propose to strike out, except dat in my amend 
ment the prohibition to receive the mileage al 
lowance, in certain cases, extends alike to Sen- 
ators, Representatives, and Delegates; whereas in 
the bill as at present, it extends only to Senators, 
and is intended to prevent the recurrence of what 
was done by Senators two years ago. On Sun- 
day morning, about sunrise, on the 4th of March, 
1849, the Thirtieth Congress adjourned by expira 
tion; and with it the administration of Mr. Polk 
terminated, to be followed by that of General Tay 
lor. On the nextday, Mondays the 5th of March, 
1849, at twelve o’clock m., the Senate assembled 
in their Chamber in this Capitol, in pursuance of 
the President’s proclamation, to witness the inau- 
guration of the new President, and to consider and 
pass upon such subjects as should be submitted 
to them by him. They remained in session some 
eighteen or twenty days; and notwithstanding 
those Senators who were members of the Thir- 
tieth Congress had received their mileage allow- 
ance for coming to and returning from the second 
session of that Congress, which adjourned but 


| about thirty hours before the assembling of this 


executive session, the Senate determined that 
each Senator who was a member of the session 
which adjourned on Sunday morning, and was 
also a member of the session which assembled at 
twelve o’clock on Monday, was entitled to mile 

age allowance, constructively, for travel never per- 
formed, and which & was impossible to have been 
performed, upon the ground that it was a new, 
separate, and distinct meeting and session, for 
which they were each entitled to his mileage! 
The Secretary of the Senate, the disbursing officer 
of that body, paid to each of those Senators, ex- 
cept, I believe, two, their mileage for this Execu- 
tive session, upon the certificate of their Presiding 
Officer, amounting in some cases to over $2,400, 
and in the aggregate, to the sum of $38,539 20. 
In the settlement of his accounts at the Treasury, 
the accounting officers, very preperly, I think, re 

fused to allow and credit the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate with this extra, constructive mileage, for which 
they had never traveled. The Attorney General 
of the United States was consulted, and his opinion 
given, sustaining the Seeretary in making the pay- 
ment, and deciding that the receipts of the Sena- 
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tors were good vouchers in his hands. Still the 
First Comptroller refused to allow the credit. At 
the last session of Congress the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill, as it passed this House, 
contained a clause, ‘* Nor shall any member of the 
Senate receive mileage for any session of that body 
which may be called within thirty days after the ad- 
journment of both Houses of Congress, wnless the travel 
for which such mileage is charged has been actually 
peformed.”’ This correct cad just provision was 
stricken out in the Senate, aa another inserted, 
which is, that ‘* 4 certificates which have been or 
may be granted by the Presiding Officers of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, respectively, of 
the amount of compensation due to the members of 
their several Houses, and to such Delegates, are, and 
ought to be, deemed, held, and taken, and are hereby 
declared to be conclusive upon all the departments and | 
officers of the Government of the United States.’” | 
‘The House concurred in this striking out and in- 
serting, The Senate had all their own way, and | 
massed their provision making the certificate of the | 
Presiding Officer conclusive upon the accounting 

officers and all others. Their Secretary’s accounts 
were settled, and the Senators who had improp- 
erly received, retained the constructive, and for 
that travel double mileage. 
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since lst March, 1841, $8,000; to be expended under the 


superintendence of the Attorney General.” 


Mr. BRECK said that it would be recollected, || House called for those opinion 


that at the last session of Congress a resolution 
was passed requesting the President of the United 
States to have prepared and furnished to this 
House the opinions of the Attorneys General on 
the construction of general laws since 1841. The 
President, in response to that call, stated that he 
had employed an individual to make a selection, 
who would prepare the opinions. The message 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
who reported a resolution something like the amend- 
ment which he now proposed to have inserted 
in this bill. It appeared that the entire expense | 
of preparing, printing, and binding these opinions, | 
with an index, would not amount to more than 
$8,600—the cheapest work of the kind ever pub- 
lished in the United States. These opinions were 
not merely the opinions of the Attorneys General, 
but they were, in fact, reports of the action of the 
several Executive Departments ever since thattime. | 


| And they were important, not only to the Depart- 


It is to correct this that the provisions of the || 


bill and my amendment are both intended. 
nothing be done, if the law remain as it is, for 


If | 


every called Executive session of the Senate, con- | 


structive mileage will be paid to the members. 


Senators will consider themselves instructed to | 
take it—the next time there will be no exception. || 


It should not be so. I hope the law will not be 
permitted to remain; but rather, that the House 


| 
| 


1} 


ments, but also to our diplomatic agents, to our | 
custom-house officers, our land agents, and in fact 
to every department of the Government, except to 
the leligure. He believed that they would be | 
highly useful, and two thousand sets, the number | 
proposed to be published, would not be more than 
would be required. The Committee on the Judici- 


ary recommended the publication of that number. | 


Mr. TTHOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, made 
some remarks in opposition to the motion, which 
were almost inaudible to the Reporter. He was 


|| understood to say, that-he had no objection to the 


_ publishing of these opinions in the usual form of a 


will adopt the amendment proposed, pass the bill | 


clared will of their constituents and ours. 
the Senate strike it out, letus here non-concur. If 
they insist upon their amendment striking out, let 
us adhere to our non-concurrence, even to the loss 
of the bill. Satisfy them that we are in earnest, 
and my word for it we will succeed in equalizing 
the mileage, and in correcting this constructive 
mileage abuse. 

Mr. TOOMBS said that he was opposed to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
{[Mr. Jones.) One of the ways by which any 
reform had been defeated in this House, had been 
by attempting too muchatatime. This amend- 
ment went just as far as reform could go; and the 
gentleman himself must know, as everybody must 
know, that a retrenchment to that extent could 
not be carried by the House, nor, in his(Mr.T.’s) 
judgment, ought it to be carried. He did not 


Congressional document; but that he thought the 


with it in it, send it to the Senate as the de- || number of copies asked for in this amendment 


And if | 


larger than was necessary. If the gentleman 


|| would propose the printing of five hundred copies, 


} 


ment. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Brecx’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. BRECK then offered the same resolution, so 
modified as to provide for the publication of one 
thousand copies of the decisions, at an expense of 


| $7,000. 


think that the amount of compensation was by | 


was one of 


any means too great but its inequalit 
The object of this amend- 


its greatest difficulties. 


ment was twofold: First, to prevent the baseness | 


of the Senate in taking mileage for extra sessions, 
which was a standing degradation to all but one 
member of that Senate for twenty years, but 
adopted during the last six years by the whole 
body. 


Another object of the amendment was, to | 


prevent the circuitous charges which had discred- | 


ited a great many gentlemen on this floor, by es- 
tablishing « fixed rule. These were the objects 
proposed by the committee in this amendment of 
the law. It had been said that the Senate would 
reject a provision like this. He(Mr. T.) wanted 
to try that. He wanted to see the American Sen- 
ate defeat the means of carrying on this Govern- 
ment, that they might elutch their unjust gains. 
If this House was true to itself and true to liberty, 
it would make the Senate meet the issue. 

After some further remarks, which were indis- 
tinctly heard by the Reporter, the honorable gen- 


tleman concluded by saying, that absolute equality | 


was the only just plan of compensating members; 
but that, in his judgment, the plan preposed by the 
committee was the nearest approach to that that 
could be carried. He was therefore in favor of it. 

Mr. JONES called for tellers on his amend- 
ment, and they were ordered, and Messrs. Sre- 
vens, of Pennsylvania, and Hara.son appointed. 

And the question being taken, the tellers report- 
ed ayes 28, noes not connted. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. BRECK offered the following amendment: 


Atter “ dollars,” in the 46th line, add: 
* And for publishing, in four volumes of 750 pages each, 
Including suitable indexes, to be well bound in calf, two 


thousand sets ef the @pinions of the Attorneys General || iens. 


Mr. B. said that the gentlemen who had been 


had already prepared a considerable portion of 
them. It was an important document, and the 
Committee on the Judiciary were of opinion that it 
ought to be published. The reason why they had 
recommended the publication of two thousand 
copies was because the increased expense would 
be insignificant. He now proposed that only one 
thousand copies should be printed. ‘That, he sup- 
posed, wenkd meet the views of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. THompson.] 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said he thought the 
proposal to print these opinions had already been 
the subject of discussion. He was desirous of sub- 
mitting to the committee his objections to any 
proposition which involved the publication of these 
opinions in any other shape than as an ordinary 
document to be printed by Congress. The House 
had adopted simply a senteioin requiring the copy- 
ing by a clerk of those opinions of the Attorneys 


law. The maximum rate was fixed by law at $4 
per day. That rate would command the best 
talent in these departments to copy these opinions. 
If necessary he was willing to vote an appropria- 
tion to cover that amount, or any other that might 
be deemed an abundant, ample, and liberal com- 


pensation for copying these opinions. The House || 


would then have done all that was wanted, and 
these opinions would come to the House at the 


next session, as they ought to have come at this, | 


and when thus received the House could order the 
printing of the usual number. 
was all that was wanted. These opinions of the 


employed by the President to select those opinions | 


That, he thought, | 


1 
| 


| 


| 

i} 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


| 


i} 
i} 
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| to this time. 


| call. Instead of that, he had sent here his s 
| tion for something else. No doubt his intention 


| tion of the committee to this amendment. 





i] 


} 


} 


| 


General. Now the rate of copying was regulated by || 


} 


| 


| 


| 


for the delay which had taken place in res i 
to this call.” At the last session of Consent 
! 8, and required the 
President to have them coped and transmitted, and 
they ought to have been copied and been here prior 
A very great liberty had been taken 
with the order of the House. The Executive had 
been called on for information, and for copies of 
these opinions, but he had not responded to that 


uggves- 


in making this suggestion to the House was good 
and honorable, but that was not what the House 
called for. The call was explicit, and ought to 
have been responded to, and the House ought 
now to insist on a response to that call, and noth- 
ing else. He thought, then, that the committee had 


_ better simply insert in this appropriation bill ay 
| item to pay a clerk for copying these documents, 


and that when they should be communicated to 
the next Congress, the House could order them to 
be printed in the usual mode. 

{Here the Chairman’s hammer fell. 
he question was then taken on 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 
Mr. HOLMES moved to insert in the bill, after 
the clause appropriating for the Congress Library, 

the following: 
“And for the publication of two thousand copies of 
Wilkes’s Narrative and the accompanying series of papers, 
for distribution among the members of the Thirty-first Con- 
gress and the different universities of the United States, 
$10,000.” 
Mr. H. said that he begged to call the atten- 
He 
supposed there was not a single member that was 
not either scientific or wished to be considered so. 
Mr. VINTON, (in his seat.) That is a mis- 
take. 
Mr.HOLMES. ThisGovernment had expend- 


r. Breck’s 


es | ed hundreds and thousands of dollars on the Ex- 
| he should have no objection to vote for the amend- 


ploring Expedition of Commodore Wilkes. Onthe 
return of that expedition the Government went to 
the expense of engaging persons to take copies of 
the plants, minerals, &c.,and also of such scenes as 
were narrated by Commodore Wilkes in his Nar- 


|rative. The expense of preparing these plates 


was very great. The plates were, however, still 
in existence, and could be resorted to at any time 
for the purpose of diffusing information. 
Professor Silliman had recently declared at a 
lecture which he had delivered, (and some respect 
must be paid to the opinions of the scientific men 
of the country,) that if he had a seat upon this 
floor, he never would rest until suitable aepees. 
ations were made with a view to diffuse the vast 
amount of information, commercial, scientific, and 
in all departments of natural history collected by 


| that ee HL 


He (Mr. H.) was a member of the Library 
Committee, and it was a fact that that committee 
had not copies to exchange with the foreign na- 
tions that had requested to be furnished with 
them. He thought that every member of the 
House ought to have at least one copy, not for 
himself, but to transmit to some city or village 
library, so that every person in every town or 
village could have access to this information. 
The amount of this appropriation was only 
$12,000, which could hardly be better expended 
otherwise, even if it was necessary to make a 
grant of land for it. He hoped that every member 
regarding the interests of his constituents, and the 


'| wants of every library in every town and village, 


| would support this amendment. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, proposed to 
amend the amendment by adding to it a provision 
that one copy should be deposited in each State 
library. He thought that this was among the 
| most useful of the recommendations made by the 
Library Committee. He understood that the 
| Government had gone to great expense in prepar- 
ing these plates, and that they were now Govern- 
ment property. There was a great demand for 


a General were published prior to 1840 || these plates, and he thought it would be well if 
i 


asapub 


1850 as public documents. He was opposed, 
therefore, to the proposition of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Breck,] or to any such 
roposition, 


who had been employed by the President, as just 
and proper compensation for copying these opin- 
e thought that no apology could be made 





He wanted in lieu of it asmall item | 
in this bill to pay for the services of the gentleman |, 


} 


ce document, and were now in the archives. || 
These opinions were now wanted from 1840 to || 


some plan could be devised for publishing them 
without its being done by Government, But inas- 
much as these plates were the property of the 
Government, he did not know that any better 


lan could be sugeend’ than that proposed by the 
V ontdeniiia from South Carolina. He thought that 








it would be well if these plates could be published 
under the supervision of the Smithsonian Inst- 
tution. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, (who was very 








1851. 

imperfectly heard,) said that he did mot see that | 
there was any very great demand for these works, | 
as some gentlemen contended. So far as he was | 
-oncerned, however, he was perfectly willing to | 
turn the plates over to any one who was willing to 
undertake their publication. The gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Houmes] proposed that the 
jibrary of every village and town and city 
should be supplied with a copy. He (Mr. 8.) 
did not believe that a million of dollars would de- 
fray the expense that would be incurred in the 
accomplishment of this object. The gentleman 
from South Carolina had said that every member 
in this House was either scientific, or desired to 
be scientific. He did not know that it was so, 
hut it might be with this modification, that there 
are a great many gentlemen in this Hall who de- 
sire either to be scientific, or to seem to be so. 
There were some that were not scientific; to that | 
class he (Mr. S.) professed to belong. There was | 
another class that desired to seem so, and neither | 
did he belong to that class. 





Mr. HOLMES said that the gentleman desired || 
to be scientific. \| 


Mr. STEPHENS said that he did not desire to 


seem to be so. 1 


[Here the Chairman’s hammer fell.] 
Mr. THOMPSON said that he found that pro- | 


‘jsion had been already made for furnishing each || : : 
: y _ | and it was this: he understood this to be a part | 


State library with a copy, and he would therefore | 
withdraw his amendment. 


No objection being made, the amendment was 
withdrawn. 


amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. ASHMUN offered the following amend- | 
ment, to come in at the end of the clause appro- | 


priating for the purchase of books for the Library | 
of Congress: | 


After “‘ dollars,”’ in line 46, add: 


‘“ And of the two thousand copies of the Annals of Con- || 


gress contracted for by the Secretary of the Senate and the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives by the act of Coa- 
gress passed March 30, 1850, entitled ‘ An act making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- | 
ernment forthe year ending 30th of June, 1851, and for other 

purposes,’ a further distribution, in addition to that already | 
authorized by law, shall be made as follows: One copy to 
the library of the President of the United States ; two copies 
toeach of the Executive Departments; five copies to the 


Library of Congress; fifty copies to the Library of the || 


House of Representatives ; twenty-five copies to the docu- 
ment room of the Senate forthe use of the Senate; six 
copies for the office of the Secretary of the Senate; three 
hundred copies to colleges and literary institutions, and pub- 
lic or incorporated libraries, one to be designated by each 
Senator, Representative, and Delegate in Congress; twen- 
ty-five copies for international exchanges ; two copies to 
the Executive office of each State and Territory; sixty 
copies to supply the several Foreign Legations of the United 
States, to be deposited in and distributed under such regu- | 
lations as may be made by the Department of State; two 
copies for the Military Academy, and two copies to the Na- 
val School; two copies to the Smithsonian Institution ; 


States; and the residue to be deposited in the Department 
of State, subject to the future disposition of Congress. 

* And the amounts which may from time to time become 
due to the publishers of the Annals of Congress under the 
subscriptious authorized by the act aforesaid, shall be and | 
are hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any moneys in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.’ 

Mr. A. said that his amendment did not author- 
ize the printing or publication of any new works | 
beyond those already contracted for. The act of | 
the last session of Congress provided for a contract 
for two thousand volumes of the Annals of Con- 
gress, and directed them to be distributed to each 
member of Congress, leaving a large number un- 
distributed. The object of his amendment was to 
distribute the balance. It proposed no new con- 
tract, but merely to distribute, according to the | 
judgment of Congress, books already contracted 
for. He would state that it was substantially the 
bill which had passed the Senate, but so modified 
as to come within the rules of the House as an 
amendment to this bill. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired to 
know whether this amendment or the resolution 
which had been passed last session furnished a 
complete series to all who were members of this 
Congress? 

Mr. ASHMUN replied that it did. 


_Mr. VINTON had no objection to the distribu- 
tion proposed by the amendment, but he thought 





that if these volumes were furnished to the mem- || 


rsof the present on their successors would | 
’ppropriate them to themselves also, and that it | 


would lead to great expense. 


TH 





: 1 
The question was then taken on Mr. Houmes’s | 
| 


| 

| 
| Mr. CARTTER withdrew his amendment. 
} 





Mr. ASHMUN begged leave to say that this 
distribution—— 

The CHAIRMAN called the gentleman to or- 
der. No further debate was in order on this 
| amendment. 

Mr. CARTTER wished to ask a question of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

The CHAIRMAN repeated, that no further de- 
| bate was in order. 

Mr. CARTTER moved a pro forma amendment, 
for the purpose of asking how much this was going 
to cost: 

Mr. ASHMUN replied, that the contract was 





to provide for the distribution of the work. It 


than it was already liable for. 

Mr. CARTTER wished to ask how much 
money was involved in the distribution? 

Mr. ASHMUN said not a cent. 

Mr. CARTTER said that he understood the 
number of volumes to be distributed under this 
amendment would cost $150,000; and, as had been 
remarked by his colleague, [Mr. Vinton], it was 
only —7 a vacancy to be filled by the next 
Congress. It was a part and parcel 





| 
| 


already made, and that this amendment was only | 


would not cost the Government one cent more | 


The CHAIRMAN called the gentleman to or- | 


der. He was not explaining his amendment. 
Mr. CARTTER had but a word more to say, 


and parcel of the printing business that was going 
| on between Gales & Seaton and Ritchie & Com- 
pany, and he did not know but 





to order. 
amendment, it was agreed to. 


ions of the Attorneys General, under a resolution of this 
| House, $2,000, to be expended under the direction of the 


| Attorney General.’’ 

Mr. B. said that he regretted exceedingly the 
reflection which the gentleman from Maryland 
| (Mr. McLane] had thought it necessary to cast 
upon the President, in regard to this matter. The 


|| resolution in which this whole proceeding origin- 


' ated was passed about September last. As soon 
afterwards as possible, the President procured a 
competent individual to carry out the order of the 
House. There was not sufficient force in the of- 
fice of the Attorney General to attend to it. The 
House required only the preparation and copying 
of such opinions as were proper to be published; 
and it was therefore necessary that the individual 
employed should be a lawyer competent to make 
the proper discrimination. The President had 

ciuhaett a competent person for that purpose. 


|| The President, in response to the call of the House, 


one copy to each circuit and district court of the United || had stated the number of pages which the docu- | 


| ment would probably cover, and suggested a mode 
| for their publication. He had also forwarded 
| about one thousand pages of the manuscript of 
| these opinions. There had been no improper 


delay. The effort of the President and of the 


|| Judiciary Committee had been to avoid the inter- 
The House | 


minable delay about printing here. 
had already had an account made out of $37,500, 
| for the printing of some opinions of the Supreme 


avoid a like expense in this case. 

Mr. SACKETT ges ore inquired if these 
opinions would not be collected and published un- 
der the resolution of last session, whether this 
amendment was adopted or not? 

Mr. BRECK said, that it was for the House to 
| provide for the publication of these opinions, as it 

thought proper: 
was the 


est mode. 


The work had been hastened as much as it possi- 
bly could be, considering the number of opinions 
| to be collected and gone through. 





the manner proposed, they would, at least, in 


he CHAIRMAN again called the gentleman | 


The committee thought that this | 
But however that might be, | 
there was no ground for censure or reflection, | 
either on the President or on the individual who | 
had been employed to prepare these opinions. | 


And the question being taken on Mr. Asumun’s | 


Mr. BRECK offered the following amendment: | 


*¢ And for defraying the expenses of preparing the opin- 


Court, and the effort of the committee was to | 


He hoped that | 
if the committee refused to publish the opinions in | 


| accordance with the suggestion of the President, | 


make an appropriation to compensate this individ- 
ual for his labors. The President thought that as 
| this gentleman was a competent lawyer, and had 
| been taken away from this business, eight dollars 
{a day would not be unreasonable compensation; 
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but he (Mr. B.) had fixed the amount of the ap- 
propriation at $2,000, and .2ft the money to be 
expended under the direction of the Attorney Gen- 
eral. He hoped the amendment would prevail. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON said that he was op- 
posed to the amendment. During the last session 
of Congress, an act was passed giving the Attor- 
ney General a clerk at a salary of $2,000. Here- 
tofore the Attorney General of the United States 
had had no clerk. The duties of the office had 
been heretofore as arduous and burdensome as 
they areatthistime. They had no complaint from 
that distinguished officer that he had not time to 
discharge these duties. But at the last session of 
Congress it was thought proper to give him an ex- 
tra clerk ata salary of $2,000. The resolution in 
which this matter originated, was simply a reso- 
lution calling upon the President to have these 
opinions prepared and sent to the House. It was 
certainly the duty of the President, when that 
resolution was forwarded to him, to call upon the 
Attorney General of the United States to have 
them prepared and forwarded to the House. It 
should have been done by the Attorney General, 
or by this clerk that was given him at the last ses- 
sion of Congress. There was no reason what- 
ever why the President or the Attorney General 
should have employed another individual to per- 
form the duties that properly devolved upon the 
Attorney General. 

Mr. BRECK (interrupting) said that the Presi- 
dent had stated in his communication to the 
House, that the force in the Attorney General’s 
office was wholly insufficient, and could not per- 


|| form this labor. 


Mr. FEATHERSTON. Yes, the President 
said so. He (Mr. F.) could not see upon what 
ground the President could make such a declara- 
tion. Hedid not know of any additional duties 
that had been devolved upon the Attorney Gen- 
eral of the United States. Hitherto he had been 
able to perform the duties that properly devolved 
upon him, without additional assistance or ex- 
pense. He should like to know how the clerk 
given to the Attorney General during the last ses- 
sion of Congress was employed, and what duties 
he discharged? Why has he not been employed 
He could see no 
reason why an item of this sort should be inserted 
in this bill. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
amend the amendment so as to increase the ap- 
propriation one dollar. He said that he was in 
favor of paying this clerk, and thought the sum 
sroposed was not toogreat. The gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Featnerston] was slightly mis- 
taken in regard to this matter. The call for 
these opinions was on the President, and not on 
the Attorney General. The President had no 
clerk, and had no right to employ the clerk of the 
Attorney General to prepare these opinions, and 
he therefore employed this person to make the 
copies; and after having been so employed it was 
the duty of Congress to pay him. He hoped the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky 
would prevail. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON said that he was op- 

osed to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Dainaiuoie. He knew something of the facts 
of the case, as he believed the resolution referred 
to had been introduced by him. He had thought 
it important that these opinions should be collected, 
and such disposition made of them as might render 
them accessible and useful to the members of both 
Houses and the various officers in the different De- 
partments of Government. He believed so yet, for 
it was frequently necessary, not only for members 
of Congress to examine these opinions, but also 
equally, if not more so, for officers of the Execu- 
tive Departments. The resolution, therefore, had 
not been introduced for the purpose of distributing 
extra copies among members. It was true, what 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania had said, that 
when the call was made on the President, he had 
no clerks under his control whom he could employ 
in copying these opinions: and it was also true 
that the President was required to call upon the 
Attorney General as the proper officer to super- 
intend this work. When the President, there- 
fore, called upon the Attorney General, it was the 
duty of that officer to employ the clerk given him 
last session—given him for such purposes—in the 
discharge of this duty. If that clerk did not dis- 
charge such duties as these, what was he to be 
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employed in doing? He was not appointed at the 
last session to discharge the duties of Attorney 
General. but such duties as thé transcription of the 
sapers called for had béen contemplatéd. He (Mr. 
F) was therefore opposéd to paying this extra 
clerk. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Tromp- 
son’s amendment, and it was not agréed to. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved, as a pro 
forma amendment, to strike out, and insert $1,900. 
He said that the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Baxex} seemed to apprehend that, in opposing 
the resolution, he had reflected upon the President 
of the United States. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the gentleman 
from Maryland must confine himself strictly to the 
explanation of his amendment. 

Mr. MeLANE would do so. He thought that 
$1,900 was an ample sum to compensate the clerk 
employed in the copying of these opinions. The 
time that it would occupy would be about six 
months; aud at the rate of compensation usually 

wid for copying, that sum would be a large one. 
is his judgment it was proper that Congress 
should, in its appropriation bills, provide for the 
payment of work that it had ordered for it. In 
respect to the course of remark adopted by the 
gentleman from Kentucky, to which be was led 
by the reflection that officers were called upon to 
rive some account of the orders of Congress, he 
might say that he had not intended to cast any re- 
flection on the President of the United States. 
What he meant to say in reference to this point 
was, that the ovigianal Gul of the House for these 
opinions was a simple call for information, for a 
document copy to be sent to the House. The 
President, or the Attorney General, had aright to 


employ any person they chose to perform this | 


work; but when called upon to do so, he ought to 
have transmitted the information to the House. 
He (Mr. McL.) repeated, that he thought that 
the President had departed from the usual mode of 
answering these calls. He was perfectly willing 
to vote a reasonable and proper remuneration to 


the person who had been employed in copying the | 


opinions of the Attorneys General; but he had no 
fea that any other mode of publication than the 

one usual in such cases had been contemplated. 

Mr. BRECK said that the gentleman from 


Maryland [Mr. el had expressed his sur- | 


prise that these copies had not yet been returned; 
and had, apparently, reflected upon the President 
for not having sooner furnished them, as he had 
been called upon to do so, That gentleman must 
remember, however, that it was a labor of months; 


that it would require at least six months to copy | 
[t was not yet five months since the Pres- | 


them 
ident had employed a competent individual to copy 
these opinions. 

Mr. McLANE (interposing) 
not intend to reflect upon the President. He did 
not expect that the copying could be finished in a 
shorter time than six months. 

Mr. BRECK (continuing) said that he was 
also surprised at the ignorance that had been dis- 
played as to the amount of labor that devolved 
upon the Attorney General. Besides this, it 
seemed to be forgotten that the clerk that had been 
given him was merely a copying clerk; and gen- 
tlemen who were aware of the nature and extent 
of the duties that appertained to the responsible 
office of Attorney General, must know that the 
services of this clerk would be called into full 
requisition. Again: the copying of these opinions 
ould not be done by a sunple copying clerk. The 
President, knowing this, had employed a lawyer 
to do the copying. It required Qlacrithimasbort to 
make the selection of these opinions that was ne- 
cessary, and a copying clerk could hardly be sup- 
»osed to be a fit person to make these selections. 
He thought that all reasonable dispatch had been 
made, and he hoped that the amendment of the 
gentleman from Maryland would not prevail. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Breck’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved the 
following amendment to the clause appropriating 
money for the purchase of books for the Library of 
Congress, viz: 

“To enable the Smithsonian Institution to publish anew 


edition of Wilkes'’s Narrative and the accompanying series 
ot papers, the plates and engravings of which have been 


wade at the expense ot the United States, be, and they are | 


hereby, ordered to be delivered over to the said Institution, 
to be weed for that purpose,”* 


THe 


said that he did | 





He said that, as these plates were valuable and 
the Congress of the United States did not propose | 
to use them, he should be glad that some use | 
might bé made of them. It appeared to him that 
the Smithsonian Institution was as proper a party 
to whom to intrust these plates for publication as | 
any. Congress had already provided for the dis- 
tribution of books published by that Institution. 
He (Mr. T.) did not wish that they should be pub- 
lished and distributed among members; but, as it | 
was really a valuable work and a new edition was | 
called for, he thought it was proper that the pub- | 
lication should be intrusted to the Smithsonian 
Institution. 

Mr. WENTWORTH (interposing) said that | 
he thought that it was quite proper that copies of | 
the work should be distributed among members of 
Congress. He would, therefore,‘ask the gentle- 
man from Mississippi to modify his amendment 
so as to furnish each member of Congress with a 
copy of Wilkes’s Exploring Expedition. He had 
been a member of that body eight years, and al- 
though he had received copies ot other works, he 
had never received a copy of this; nor had he ever | 
heard of other members receiving copies. 

Mr. THOMPSON stated that only about one 
hundred copies had been published. 
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Mr. WENTWORTH said that he was entirely | 
opposed to the amendment, unless modified as he | 


had indicated. 
Mr. THOMPSON wished to explain that the 


original resolution provided for the publication of | 


only one hundred copies. There was a great de- 


mand for the work, and it was desirable to have | 


copies that might be furnished to different foreign 
nations. 
copies left in the Library. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. inquired if it had ever 
been distributed to members of Congress? 

Mr. THOMPSON said that copies never had 
been distributed among members. 

Mr. WENTWORTH requested the gentleman 
from Mississippi to modify his amendment as he 
had desired. 

Mr. THOMPSON said that books published 


There were only, he believed, twenty | 


by the Smithsonian Institution were distributed | 
among the various libraries, and he was willing | 


that such a distribution should take place. 

Mr. WENTWORH again inquired if the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi would modify his amend- 
met? 


Mr. THOMPSON said that he was opposed to | 


giving copies to members of Congress. 


Mr. WENTWORTH then moved to amend | 


Mr. THomrson’s amendment, by adding that a | 


copy of the work should be furnished to each 


ent Congress, 


Senator, Representative, and Delegate to the pres- | 


E. 





Feb. 24, 
further, That the receipt of such com inlet, ae 
tempora y out shall be taken to be S meuncint, 
discharge of hi 





diechasee ot © . a to any other or further Compensation 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee ris, 
with a view of moving that the House take a ;.’ 
cess until six o’clock. - 

Mr. McGAUGHEY believed that that could }. 
done by unanimous consent, without risino 
[Cries of ‘* Let us rise!’’ 8 

The CHAIRMAN said that no debate was in 
order. . 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bayzy’ 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker hayine 
resumed the Chair, the chairman of the committe. 
reported progress. 

Mr. BAY LY moved, that for the balance o: 
the session the House take a recess each day {yoy 
half-past three until six o’clock. — 

Mr. VINTON suggested that the gentlema, 
from Virginia modify his amendment, so as ,, 
except the last day of the session. 

Mr. BAYLY adopted the suggested. 

Mr. McMULLEN moved to amend the amend 
ment by striking out ‘‘ six” and inserting “ seyey 


|| o’clock.”’ 


Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous questio; 

The previous question having received a sec 
ond, the main question was ordered; which mai 
question was first on agreeing to Mr. MeMr: 
LEN’s amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amen 
ment; and it was not agreed to. 

The quéstion then recurred on Mr. Bayiy’. 
motion; and, being taken, it was agreed to. 

The hour having arrived at which the Hou: 
had agreed by resolution to take a recess, thy 
Speaker vacated the chair. 





EVENING SESSION. 

| The House again assembled at six o'clock, | 
m., according to adjournment; but there was 1 
quorum present. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, a call of thy: 
House was ordered. 

The roll having been called, fifty-three member 
answered to their names. 

The doors were then closed. The list of the ab- 
sentees was called over, and excuses offered {i 
those who were necessarily absent; which excuses 
were accepted. The House refused to excus: 
others. 

Mr. JONES said that the object of the call wa: 
to obtain a quorum. He had no doubt that ther: 
were sufficient outside the Hall to make a quorum 
He therefore moved that all further proceedings 





Mr. STEVENS said that he was opposed to | 


the amendment to the amendment. He under- 
stood that the original amendment merely contem- 
plated giving the plates to the Smithsonian Institu- 


tion for that Institution to publish them. Congress 


had a perfect right to do this; but he could not 


understand by what right they could call upon the | 


Institution to furnish a copy to each member of 
Congress from its own resources. If Congress 
intended granting an appropriation to defray the 
expense of the publication and distribution, as 
the gentleman from Illinois proposed, he would 


have no objection to it; but unless such an appro- | 


priation were made, he should feel himself com- 


pelled to vote against the gentleman’s amend- | 


ment, 


The question was then taken on Mr. Wenrt- |! 


WORTH’s amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Tuomr- | 


son’s amendment, and it was re 


Mr. McCLERNAND offerec 


the following | 


amendment, to come in under the appropriations | 


to the State Department: 


** For salary of an Assistant Secretary of State, who shall | 


be appointed and employed in the Department of State in 

the etme a of such duties as may be assigned to him 

by the Secretary of State, $2,500. 

| four additional clerks to be employed in the same Depart- 
ment, $6,000; and for one other clerk $1,000. Provided, 
That whenever any diplomatic representative of the United 


And for the salaries of | 


States at a foreign Government shall be absent from his | 


1 ——— and not in consequence of any order or instruction 
| of the Departinent of State, his salary during such absence 
shali be forfeited to the United States, and so much thereof 
may be paid over, under the direction of the Department of 
~tate, to any agent who shall have performed the duties of 


Departr 
|, d'affaires of the United Btates, for the same time: Provided 


the legation during such absence under the direction of said | 
ments as shal) not exceed the salary of a chargé | 


u 


on the call be dispensed with; which question was 
taken by tellers, (Messrs. Corwin and Jones act 
ing,) and decided in the negative—ayes 41, noe 
50. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved that th: 
House adjourn; which motion was rejected. 

The call was further proceeded in, and excuses 
were received for samuel gentlemen who were ab 
sent; when, 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY—a quorum now 
being present—further proceedings in the cal 
were dispensed with. 


THE FIVE-MINUTES RULE. 


Mr. BAYLY asked the unanimous consent o! 
the House to efiable him to introduce a resolution 
to ae so far as action on the civil and diplo- 
matic bill was concerned, the rule which provides 
‘*that where debate is closed by order of the 
House any member shall be allowed in committer 
five minutes to explain any amendment he muy 
offer.”” — 

Objection was made by several. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to suspend the rules to en 
able him to introduce the resolution. 

Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas and nays 0" 
the motion; which were ordered; and, being 
taken, were—yeas 92, nays 36; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Ashmun, Bayly, Bingliam, 
Bissell, Bocock, Bowlin, Boyd, Briggs, Brisbin, William J 
Brown, Burrows, Burt, Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Casey, 
Chandler, Cleveland, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Dixon, Dun- 
ham, Eliot, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Freedley, 
Fuller, Gilmore, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Hallowsy, 
Hampton, Sampson W. Harris Hay, Haymond, Henr’, 
Hibbard, Holladay, Houston, Howard, Howe, Hunter 
Jones, George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, La 
Sere, Levin, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Marshall, McDon 
ald, McGaughey, McKissock, Meade, Millson, Moore, Mor 
| rison, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Otis, Outlaw, Peasles 
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sate, Putnam, Reed, Risley, Robinson, Rose, Ross, Rum- 
= Sackett, Sawtelle, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
ee ‘yiding, Frederick P. Stanton, Stetson, Taylor, Under- 
rill, Vintoa, Watkins, Wellborn, White, Whittlesey, and 
williams—92- 
Wis Messrs. Allen, Averett, Joseph Cable, W. R. 
W Cobb, Coleock, Deberry, Dimmick, Doty, unean, 
nurkee, Fiteh, Gorman, Hamilton, Haralson, Thomas L. 
, Joseph W. Jackson, Job Mann, Matteson, McCler- 
and M. McLane, McQueen, Morris, Orr, Parker, 
Pent, Phelps, Robbins, Richard H. Stanton, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Waldo, Wallace, Wildrick, and 
Wood ward—J6. 

So the rules were suspended, and Mr. Bayty’s 
-esolution was introduced and agreed to. 
"Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which it was agreed to, and to lay that motion on 


‘he table; which latter motion was agreed to 
cIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the House went 

to Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Burt in the chair,) and resumed the 
onsideration of the civil and diplomatic bill. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
McCLerNaNnpD—pending when the House took a 
ecess—providing for the appointment of an Assist- 
ant Secretary of State, at a salary of $2,500 per 
annum; and appropriating $6,000 for the salaries 
f four additional clerks, and for one other clerk 
at $1,000 per annum— 

Mr. RUMSEY raised the question of order, that 
che amendment was not in order to this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point, and 

led the amendment out of order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND then modified his amend- 

ent by striking out all thereof except the appro- 
nriations for the salaries of an Assistant Secretary 
f State and five clerks. 

Mr. JONES objected to any modification of the 
proposition. 

the CHAIRMAN ruled that the gentleman 
nad the right to modify his amendment. 

Mr. STRONG made a point of order against the 
amendment, that it created new offices. 

The CHAIRMAN also decided this amendment 
ut of order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND appealed from this de- 
cision. 

And the question being put to the committee, the 
decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. BAYLY, under instructions from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, moved the following 
mendment, to come in under the head of State 
Department, viz: 

“Por binding the letters, dispatches, and other papers 
which have accumulated in this Department, #1,500.°’ 

The question was taken by tellers on the adop- 
uon of this amendment, (Messrs. Asumun and 
Watpo acting,) and decided in the affirmative— 
yes 60, noes not counted. 

Mr. B., under instructions from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, moved the following 
amendments, to come in under the head of ‘State 
Department;’’ which were severally read and 
agreed to, viz: 





spa 


Harris, 


* For compiling, printing and binding the Biennial Regis 
ier for 1849, $1,294 25.”? 

** For compiling, printing, and binding the Biennial Regis 
ter for 1851, 81,800: Provided, ‘That an additional column 
be inserted therein, showing the State or Territory from 
which each person was appointed to office: 4nd provided 
further, That one copy of the same be sent to each of the 
Secretaries of State of the States.’’ 

* For the expense incurred under the joint resolution, ap- 
proved September 26,1850, relating to the publication of 
the laws of the United States for the years 1850 and 1851, 
$8,250.°° 

Mr. B., under instructions from the Commit- 
‘ee of Ways and Means, introduced the follow- 
ing amendment, to come in after the clause appro- 
priating for the Third Auditor’s office; which was 
agreed to: 

“*For compensation to temporary clerks employed in the 
thee of the Third Auditor in making out certificates of ser- 
vice from the muster-rolis of 1812, and the several Indian 
Wars, $23,310: Provided, That no clerk shall receive more 
han at the rate of $1 000 er annum under the act, except 
one whose salary shall be $1,600 per annum, and four others 
whose per diem shall be $4. 

Mr. B., under instructions from the Commit- 
‘eof Ways and Means, introduced a proposi- 
on to so amend the clause appropriating for clerks 
in the office of vhe Solicitor of the Treasury as to 
read as follows: 
aa For compensation of the Solicitor of the Treasury, and 
‘he clerks and messengers in his office, $13,850; the sal- 
‘ry Of one of the clerks in the office, per act of June 17, 1844, 
Seng hereby increased to $1,000 per annum.” 


Tellers were called for on this amendment, and 
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| Messrs. Hamrton and Haymonp were appointed; 
| and the question being taken, the amendment was 
| agreed to—ayes 88, noes 33. 


Mr. B., under instructions from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, introduced the follow- 
ing amendment, to come in under the item of ap- 
propriation for the office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury: 

“ For printing twenty thousand copies of the report on 


| commerce and navigation of the United States, three hun 
| dred and seventy-two pages rule and figure work, at the 


prices of 1819, deducting thirty-five per cent. according to 
agreement, and binding eight thousand six hundred and ten 
copies of the same, per act approved September 16, 1850, 
$10,225: Provided, That hereafter said reports be printed 
by the public printer as other public documents.” 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the amendment, so as to provide that the payment 
shall be made at the rate of fifty per cent. reduction 
from the — of the resolution of 1819. 


Mr. BAYLY desired to explain, that the amend- , 


| ment provided for a payment in virtue of a written 


contract. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. McLANE then moved to strike out the 
amendment of Mr. Barty, and insert ‘* for print- 
ing the report of commerce and navigation, 
$10,000;"’ which was rejected. 

The question being on the adoption of the amend- 
ment, tellers were called for and ordered, and 
Messrs. AsHmMuN and Meape appointed. The 
question was taken, and decided in the affirmative 
—ayes 75, noes 44. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, under instructions 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, the 
clause appropriating $1,700 for blank books, bind- 
ing, Stationery, printing, office furniture, including 
carpeting and labor, in the office of the Third 
Auditor, was amended as to make it read 
$2,700. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to amend 
the bill by inserting after line two hundred and 
one, under the head of Southeast Executive Build- 
ing, the following: 

** To replace the steps of the west portico of the Treasury 
Building, and to alter the draft of the chimneysin said build 


so 


ing, the sum of $3,090, to be expended under the direction | 


of the Superintendent of the Southeast Executive Build 
ing. 

Mr. S. asked that a letter from the Executive 
Department in support of the proposition might 
be read. 

Mr. ROOT objected. 

Mr. McLANE called for the reading of the 


fifty-seventh rule, which provides that when the 


| reading of a paper is called for, and the same is 


objected to by any member, it shall be determined 
by a vote of the House. 


“The CHAIRMAN decided that under the order | 


of the House by which the rule allowing a mem- 
ber five minutes in which to explain an amend- 
ment had been suspended, nothing could be read, 
except by the unanimous consent of the commit- 
tee. 

Mr. McLANE asked the unanimous consent 
that the rule might be read. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, objected. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Llinois, moved the following 
amendment, to come in after the clause making ap- 
propriation for the General Land Office: 

‘* Por compensation to registers and receivers, and ex- 
registers and receivers at the land offices of the United 
States, tor heretofore locating Mexican military bounty land 
warrants, so as to make their compensation equal to what 
such officers would have received had the same quantity 
of land been entered at their offices respectively at the 
minimem price by cash payments, $30,000. 


Mr. JONES raised the question of order, that 


| as the amendment was to change an existing law 


it was not in order. 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out 


of order. 
Mr. ROBINSON moved to strike out the item 
which increased the salary of the chief clerk of the 


Commissioner of Pensions $100 per annum. 


The question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. R. called for tellers, but they were re- 
fused. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY, under instructions from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, moved the following 
amendment: 

‘* For temporary clerks in the Pension Office, $20,733 33 : 


Previded, That said temporary clerks shall not be allowed 
more than $3 33\¢ per day.” 
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Mr. ROBINSON moved to strike out all of the 


amendment, and insert the following, which, he 


said, had been agreed upon by the select com- 


mittee recently appointed in regard to the execu- 
tion of the bounty land law: 

* For compensation for thirty-seven clerks in the Pension 
Office, required in consequence of the bounty land act of 
September 28, 1850, $45,000: Provided, That said clerks 
shall be paid as follows: one principal clerk of said bounty 
land business, at a salary —— per annum; one aasist- 
ant clerk at a salary of $1,400 per annum; and thirty-five 
clerks at $3 335; per diem: Provided, further, That said 
appointments shall be cousidered temporary, and that the 
Secretary of the Interior be required to dispense with the 
services of said temporary clerks whenever the public in 
terests connected with the business now requiging their 
employment will permit.’’ 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, and it was rejected 

The amendment of Mr. Barry was then agreed 
to. 

Mr. JOHN A. KING moved the following 
amendment, to come in after the item making ap 
propriation for the contingent expenses of the 
office of the Secretary of the Interior: 

** For the Patent Office report, and the expenses connect 
ed with the collection of agricultural statistics, $4,000." 

Mr. BAYLY said that matter had been consid- 
ered by the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
rejected. 

The question was then taken on the ameadment, 
and it was rejected—ayes 60, noes 70. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, moved to amend one 
of the items under the head of Navy Department, 


| by striking out the words: 


‘© The chief clerk being restored to the salary he received 
as chief clerk to the late navy board.’”’ 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. VINTON moved to insert in the bill, under 
the head of the Post Office Department, the fo! 
lowing items, which were stricken out of the Post 
Office appropriation bill: 

* For compensation of three Assistant Postmasters Gen 
eral, clerks, messengers, assistant messengers, and watch 
men of said Department, $95,900. 

For compensation of the superintendent ef the Post Office 
building, #250. 

For compensation of temporary clerks, $1,000 

For contingent expenses of said Department, viz 

For blank books, binding, stationery, fuel for the Gen 
eral Post Office building, oil, gas, and candles, printing 
labor, and day watchman, $9,700. 

For miscellaneous items, 8800. 

For repairs of the General Post Office building, for office 
furniture, glazing, and whitewashing, #1 500 

For compensation of the Auditor of the Post Office De 
partinent, and the clerks, messengers, and assistant mes 
senger, in his office, $103,200. 

For contingent expenses, viz: Blank books, binding 
stationery, labor, printing, blanks, circulars, and furniture, 
$9,200.” 


Thequestion was taken, and theamendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, under instructions from 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, moved an 
amendment, to come in under the head of ** Inter 
course with foreign nations,”’ after the clause 
making appropriation for the ministers of the 
United States abroad, the following: 


“ Provided, That the act entitled ‘ An act to carry into ef 
fect the convention between the United States and the Em 
peror of Brazil,’ concluded the 27th day of January, 1849 
shall be and the same is hereby continued in force tor the 
period of one year from and after the first day of March 
next.”? 


The question was put, and the amendment was 


agreed to. 


Mr. HENRY moved to increase the salary of 
the minister at Turkey from six thousand dollars 
to nine thousand dollars; which was not agreed te 

Mr. McCLERNAND “noved to strike out the 
appropriation for Chargé des Affaires to Guate 
mala and Nicaragua, and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 

‘For outfit and salary of an envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary to the Governments of the several 
States of Central America, 88,000. 

“ For salary of the secretary of legation to the Govern 
ments of said States, $2,000 

Mr. McC. said that he offered the amendment 
at the recommendation of the Secretary of State. 
It was to establish two missions instead of one. 
{Loud cries of ‘* Order!’’ and ** No debate!’’} 

Mr. ASHMUN called for tellers, which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Wittiams and Stetson ap- 
pointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 47, noes net counted. 

So the amendment was not agreed to 

Mr. BAYLY said that he was not prepared 
with all his amendments. He moved that the 
committee rise. 
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The question was taken, and the motion was | 




















apportioned to the several districts according to the tigen 
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it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, under | r. VINTON, under instructions from the | : n 
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order. | amendment, and, being taken, it was not agreed to. || Mr. JONES demanded tellers; and they wer ¢ 
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law. | which reads, ‘‘ For salaries of governor, three || And the SPEAKER having resumed the chair, , 
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4 — — in after line 522, under the head of = eeder? - Ss Se eee ee | county, New York, for same rae ee : 

ee udiciary, viz: . y Mr. R: The petition of A. Richardson, assistant t 
a > ‘For erecting suitable buildings at Indianapolis, Indiana, | _ ee ee ge “Mn ». || marshal of Oswego county, New York, and Leonard Sears, ti 
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; Hi : The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of The question being taken, it was agreed to. | remonstrating against the removal of the Kaskaskia land i 
t order. The 81st rule of the House provides for | Mr. PUTNAM moved to add to the proviso — the petition of Richard C. Buatte and 92 others, for ; 

i. appropriations for contingencies of the Depart- | the words: | the same object. : b 
eS ments. ‘The Chair understood that these contin- “And if absent more than that time there shall be de- || By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Abner Lewis ané 
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i not permanent arrangéments or appropriations for : seer ; ’ | ier thie acme sisi ssa ig cane 

the Departments. On that ground he ruled the | The question was then taken on Mr. Putnam’s || . 
amendment out of order. amendment, and it was not agreed to. || ¢ 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the | Mr. THURSTON proposed further to amend | IN SENATE. ‘ 
Judiciary Gomes — the following amend- - ae ee Monpay, February 24, 1851. 
oa ae Seas _— , months they shall forfeit their offices. | The PRESIDENT of the Senate presented s ‘ 
For the salary of the marshal of the United States for M . . . memorial from citizens of Chamb t 
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State shail hereafter be entitled to an annual salary of | consent. ores ol labama, asking that the mail route 
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tala:”? ment was in order. || referred to the Committee on the Post Office ant ‘ 
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Mr. HOUSTON moved an amendment, appro- | 


_ pended balance of former a 
| Ce the public lands, including incidental expenses, to be 
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without either pay or rations several months in | 


each of the years 1812, 1839, and 1814, and in 
consideration of such service, they think them- 
selves entitled to one hundred and sixty acres of 
land each. é 

* Also, a memorial from Edward Thompson, 
Wells Cooper, and others, styling themselves 
«Old Defenders of Baltimore in the war of 1812,” 
asking that land warrants may be made assign- 
able. They say that unlocated warrants are worth 
more to them than the patented lands, and that 
they do not desire to reside on the land thus 
oranted; that the expense of agencies and taxcs 
will be an annual charge which they could avoid 
if the warrants were made assignable. They com- 
plain, also, that the preventing of the sale of cer- 
tificates assumes that those entitled to the gratuity 
are not competent to act for themselves, whereas 
many of them are among the most intelligent and 
respectable citizens of the States. The memorial 
was referred to the Committee on Military Af- 

Ss. 

Mr CASS presented a memorial from citizens of 
Germantown, asking a modification of the bounty 
land law; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. CHASE presented eight petitions from citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying the immediate re- 
peal of the fugitive slave law; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Bond eounty, in the State of Illinois, ask- 
ing a donation of land for the establishment of an 
agricultural school and experiment farm; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Illinois, 
in favor of a donation of land for the improve- 
ment of the Kaskaskia river; which was read, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GWIN. I have a letter, in the shape of a 
memorial, which I am desired to present to the 
Senate, signed by all the members of the Legisla- 
ture of Oregon, together with the Governor of 
that Territory, asking for an increase of the salary 
of the collector at Astoria. The memorial states 
that the present compensation of that officer is en- 
tirely inadequate. He has been in the discharge of 
his duties for a length of time, and yet the ex- 
penses—and they were very great—which he in- 
curred in getting to the country, have not been 
paid, as in the case of other officers subse pee? 
sent there. They ask that the salary of the col- 
lector at Astoria may be put on the same footing 
with the salaries of other officers. I move that it 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr.G@WIN also presented the memorial of John 
Plumbe, in behalf of the settlers and miners in the 
city and county of Sacramento, remonstrating 
against the granting of a charter to Asa Whitney, 
for the construction of a railroad to the Pacific; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of residents 
of Kennebec, Maine, in favor of a speedy repeal 
of the late act of Congress for the delivery of 


fugitive slaves; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 


Also, a memorial from citizens of the town of || 


Scarborough, in the State of Maine asking an ap- 
propriation in order to place buoys at the entrance 


| 
i 








of Scarborough river; which was referred to the 


Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a memorial from the 
assistant marshal for taking the census in Otsego 
county, New York, asking extra compensation; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Buffalo, claim- 
ants to bounty land under the act of September 
28, 1850, asking for a modification of the same; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of inhabitants of Madison 
county, New York, in favor of the repeal of the 
neve slave law; which was ordered to lie on the 
table, 


Mr. DAYTON presented a petition of inhabit- 


ants of Burlington county, New ge asking | 
av 


the immediate repeal of the fugitive s 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition from citizens of New Jersey, 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage. 


e law; 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


|| _Mre DOWNS, from the Committee on the Ju- 


| diciary, to which was referred the memorial of the 
legal representatives of Joseph Forbes, deceased, 
| submitted a report in writing, which was ordered 
| to be printed, closing with asking to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same, which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred a resolution of the 
| Senate directing an inquiry into the expediency of 
| coining dollars, halves, and quarters, of gold and 
| Silver blended, reported a bill amendatory of the 
existing laws relating to those coins; which was 


| read and passed to a second reading, and is as fol- 
| lows: 


dollar, quarter dollar, dime, and half dime. 
| Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
| tives v the United States of Americu in Congress assem- 
| bled, That from the period hereinafter designated, the weight 
| of the half dollar, or piece of fifty cents, shall be one hun- 
| dred and ninety grains and two eighths ofa grain ; the weight 
of the quarter dollar, or piece of twenty-five cents, shall 
be ninety-five grains and five eighths of a grain; the weight 
| of the dime, or piece of ten cents, shall be thirty-eight grains 


and one fourth of a grain ; the weight of the half dime, or | 


piece of five cents, shall be nineteen grains and one eighth 
of a grain; and that the said coins shall be legal tenders of 
payment, according to their nominal value, for any suim less 
than five dollars. 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That it shall be law- 
ful for the Treasurer of the Mint, under the instructions of 
the Director, to purchase silver bullion, which shall be de- 
posited by the said Treasurer for coinage into pieces of fiity, 
| twenty-five, ten, and five cents; and that the said coins, 

when received, may be delivered by him, in exchange for 
their legal equivalent in other gold or silver coins of the 
United States, to any persong who shal! apply for them: 
Provided, That the sum asked or shall not be less than ten 
dollars. 


may, at the discretion of the Director, be delivered in any of 
the principal cities and towns of the United States at the 
cost of the Mint for transportation. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the money which 
shall be received in exchange for the said coins shall be a 
fund in the hands of the Treasurer of the Mint, which shall 
be used in the purchase of silver bullion to be converted 
into said coins, and to pay the expense of their transporta- 
tion, and if there be a surplus the same shall be appropria 
ted to defray the contingent expenses of the Mint. 

Sec. 5. and be it further enacted, That until the said 
fund shall have accumulated by the sales herein authorized, 
and whenever, for other reasons, it may be convenient, it 
shall be lawful to apply such portion of the contingent fund 
of the Mint as may be needful, in the purchase of the silver 
bullion required for the purposes of this act, the amount of 
which shall afterwards be reimbursed to that fund ; and it 
shall further be lawful to employ, in the coinage of said 
pieces, any silver in the bullion fund of the Mint which may 
conveniently be spared, and to seli the coins which shall be 
derived therefrom, conformably to the terms of this act: 
Provided, That from the proceeds of such sales the legal 
value of the silver thus withdrawn, estimated in dollars, 
shall be restored to the bullion fund aforesaid. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That no deposits fer 
| coinage into the half dollar, quarter dollar, dime, and half 
; dime, shall hereafter be received other than those made by 
| the Treasurer of the Mint as herein authorized. 
| Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the provisions 

of this act are hereby extended to the Branch Mint at New 
| Orleans, ard to the officers thereof. 
| Sec. 8 And be it further enacted, That, to provide for 
| any deficiency in the means for procuring silver to be coined 
| under the terms of this act, there is hereby appropriated for 


| that purpose, out of any moneys in the Treasury not other- | 


wise appropriatca, to the Mint of the United States at Phil- 
| adelphia, the sum of $30,900, and a like sum to the Branch 
Mint at New Orleans. 


Sec. 9. And beit further enacted, That this act shall be 
| in force from and after the first day of April, 1851. 

| Mr. HUNTER, from the same committee, to 
| which wes referred the bill making appropriations 
| for the current and contingent expenses of the In- 
dian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipula- 
_ tions with the various Indian tribes for the year 
| ending June 30, 1852, reported it back with amend- 
| ments. 

Mr. HUNTER. These amendments are merely 
verbal, and I ask that they may be at once con- 
sidered and the bill disposed of. 

The amendments were read, as follows: 

In line 146, after the word ‘‘for,”’ strike out 
*¢ life.” 

In line 156, after the word “‘ treaty,”’ 
‘*and ninth article of the treaty of 20th J 
| 1825.” 

In line 165, strike out ‘‘ seventeenth’’ and insert 
*€ sixteen.”’ 

In line 762, strike out the word “ five.’’ 

In line 818, strike out *‘thirtieth’’ and insert 
‘* thirteenth.” 

No objection having been made, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the bill and amendments. The amendments hav- 
ing been agreed to, the bill was reported to the 


insert 
anuary, 
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Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That the said coins”! 


E. 
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| Senate, and the amendments were concurred in, 


and ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be 
read a third time. The bill was read a third time 


as amended, by unanimous consent, and passed. 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pub- 


| lic Lands, to which was referred the bill to au- 


thorize the correction of erroneous locations of 
military bounty land warrants by actual settlers 
on the public lands in certain cases, reported back 
the same without amendment. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill to grant to actual settlers certain 
land in the State of Arkansas, reported it back with 


| an amendment. 





Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee ow Print- 


| ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
A BILL amendatory of existing laws relative to the half 


memorial of the Mayor and Common Council of 
Brooklyn, New York, in favor of the establishment 
of a line of mail steamers to the western coast of 
Africa, reported adverse to the printing of the 
same; which was agreed to. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED, 

Mr. CHASE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instruct- 
ed to communicate to the Senate a copy of any proxy or 
proxies given to any person or persons to represent the 
stock of the United States in the Louisville and Portland 
Canal, and of any instructions given in reference to said 
stock ; and also that he obtain, and communicate to the 
Senate, a list of the stockholders in said canal, and the 
amount of stock held by them respectively. 

Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


| to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 


to remove obstructions to the navigation of the rivers Sacra 
mento and San Joaquin, and San Francisco, Humboldt, 
Trinidad, and San Diego bays, in the State of California. 
Mr. MASON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
transmit to the Senate a copy of the record and proceedings 
of the naval court martial held at Washington for the trial 


| of Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, a post captain in the Navy, 
together with any correspondence that may have passed be- 

| tween the Secretary of the Navy and Commodore Jones re- 

| lating to his arrest and trial, between the 7th day of Septem 


ber, 1850, and the 18th of February, 1851, inclusive; if not 


| transmitted before the close of the session, the same to be 


received by the Secretary of the Senate, and, when re- 
ceived, that the usual number be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 


Mr. MASON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| establishing a mail route from Winchester, in Frederick 
| county, Virginia, via the Capon Springs, in Hampshire coun- 


ty, to Moorefield, in Hardy county, Virginia. 
Mr. DOWNS submitted the following resolu- 


| tion for consideration: 


Resolved, That there be paid, under the direction of the 
Committee to audit and control the Contingent Expenses of 


| the Senate, to the officers, clerks, messengers, pages, and 


laborers in the employment of the Senate, and to the boys 
employed in carrying the mail, the same amounts respec 


| tively that were allowed them at the close of the last short 
| session. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. DOWNS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill granting the 
right of way through the public lands of the Uni- 
ted States to companies authorized by the State of 


| Louisiana to construct plank roads in said State, 
| with the right of preémption to a portion of the 


public lands; which was read a first and second 


| time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 


Public Lands. 


' RECOMMITMENT. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the adverse report of the Com- 
mittee on Pensions on the memorial of the widow 
of Captain E. G. Elliot, of the United States 
Army, and ordered that the said report be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Pensions. 


RELIEF OF AN INDIAN AGENT. 


On motion by Mr. BELL, the Senate proceeded 
to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill for the relief of Wiiliam B. Hart. 

The bill proposes to authorize the Secretary of 


| the Interior to pay to William B. Hart, assignee 


of Alexander Anderson, Samue! Cobb, James 
Pickens, and of the legal representatives of John 
B. Forrester, deceased, the sum of $44,559, to in- 
demnify him for extra expenses and losses incurred 
in emigrating Choctaw Indians. 
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Mr. DICKINSON. I hope the bill will be 
assed. It is a case of extreme hardship. 
Mr. BRADBURY called for the reading of the 


report. 


uminous report, setting forth the 
minuteness. 


Mr. BRADBURY. I think a bill of this char- 


| 


The Secretary read it nr It is a vol- | 
acts with great | 


acter ought not to be pressed on the attention of | 


the Senate and of Congress at a time like this, 


when we have hardly time to consider and dispose | 
of those general measures which it will be neces- | 


sary to pass. 


Portions of this claim may be just, | 


but there are portions which are of a very doubtful | 
character. From the reading of the report, if I | 


understood it correctly, there are charges, among 


others, for oxen, mules, and other means of trans- | 


yortation. Itis a claim which has been rejected 


»y the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and hence | 
it is one of the last claims that should mre: at | 


a time when we want every moment of t 


e session | 


to attend to the business which is of a general and | 


essential character. 


There are a vast number of | 


private claims which are more urgent, which are | 


of more pressing importance; and if you take up 
this bill 1 will necessarily lead to discussion and 
to a postponement of those which are more meri- 


torious, and of that great question in which the | 


whole country is so much interested. I hope it 
will lie over. I move that it be laid on the table. 
Mr. BELL. I hope the Senator will withdraw 
that motion for a moment. 
Mr. BRADBURY. 


explanation. 
Mr. BELL. This bill will 


ing. 
will be no other chance during this session. 
report of the committee on this bill has been drawn 


I will for the purpose of | 


receive no other | 
consideration than what it may receive this morn- | 
If it be not taken up and acted on now, there | 


The | 


up with a great deal of care, and it rests on the | 


evidence and papers accompanying the claim to 
support it. It is true that the claim was rejected 


by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, upon the | 
ground that ‘the Government was not bound by | 


the contract of these Indians to pay it, but he ex- 


pressed a favorable opinion of its equity and jus- | 


tice; and I will say, as to the general nature of 
the bill, that it is the fruit and consequence of the 
interference of Congress with what they consider 
the best interests of the Indians. As the gentle- 


man has said of a — of the items of this | 


claim, there may be sor 
vation of the Government to pay. 


eround? Whether this Congress or the Govern- 


e question as to the obli- | 
Upon what | 


ment of the United States will pay for their indis- | 


eretion 

Now, these parties made a large portion of these 
advances—$18,000 of one description and some 
$10,000 or $15,000 of another description—upon the 
taith of receiving pay from the Indians. The Gov- 
ernment at the ume that these parties incurred the 
expenditure owed the Indians scrip for lands, 
which by law they had agreed to dativer to the 
Indians, half of iteastand half of it west, amounting 
to $400,000, It was upon the faith of the laws of the 
country, and the promise of the Government, that 
these parties voluntarily incurred the large expend- 
iture of this removal They neverexpected to look 


to this Government for pay; but they expected to | 


look to the Indians, according to the understanding 
of the Indians. In the midst of their contract, and 
after they had made this large expenditure—and 
if it be not reimbursed every man conected with it 
will probably be ruined—what does the Govern- 
ment do? They would not pay the scrip to the 
indians atall. When the first party of Indians, 
about twelve hundred in number, went west, and 
found that they had not received their scrip but 


for the love and affection which they bore te one | 


of those agents, who was brought out of his tent 
in a dying condition, it was apprehended all the 
white agents would have been murdered on the 
spot, in consequence of the failure of the Govern- 
ment to deliver the scrip according to promise. 
The Indians have not been able to pay. It 1s the 
fault of the Government that these parties have 
suffered such a loss, and, as I have stated before, 
I have no doubt that every one connected with it 


will be ruined. That is the question which the | 
honorable Senator may raise, but I think that the | 


Commissionor came to a proper decision in regard 
to it, 


This bill can receive no further consideration at | 
this session, because business of a public nature, | 
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and pressing business too, very important busi- 
ness, will be claiming our attention. If we donot 
act on this bill now, we cannot act on itatall. I 
think the Senate are prepared to vote upon it now. 
A report has been sufficiently made on the whole 
matter, which has been before the Senate about a 


month, so that every Senator has had an oppor- | 


tunity to look into it. If the Senate are not satis- 
fied to vote on it, of course they will lay it on the 
table, and thus postpone it for another session; 
but I hope the Senate are now prepared to vote 
upon it, and I trust that the vote will be taken. 

Mr. NORRIS. 
the explanation given by the Senator from Ten- 
nessee. I do not know whether these agents acted 
honestly or dishonestly. It appears that they 
agreed to take this scrip, but I have heard that 
these agents speculate upon the Indians. 

Mr. BELL. There is no such thine in this 
case. 


Mr. NORRIS. 


but be that as it may, | am not prepared to con- 
sider this bill, and I move that it be laid upon the 
table. 

The motion was not agreed to—7 voting in the 
affirmative, and 24 in the negative. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and was 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time. 


REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 


sumed the consideration of the bill to reduce and | 
modify the rates of postage in the United States, | 
and to provide for the coinage of a three cent | 


niece. 
: The PRESIDENT. When this bill was last 
under consideration, an amendment had_ been 
offered by the Senator from New York [Mr. 
Dickinson] to add several sections to the bill. 
Mr. RUSK. I have investigated the subject of 
these sections in relation to the coinage of a three 
cent piece. 
with the Director of the Mint in Philadelphia. lam 
in favor of the object which the amendment seeks 
to accomplish, if brought up in a separate bill; but 
it seems to meit will embarrass this bill, and I 
am satisfied it will create discussion which will 
tend to delay if not prevent its passage. I under- 
stand that a proposition is before the Committee 
on Finance, and that there may bea bill presented 
which will embrace the object at which the Sena- 
tor aims, and for such a bill I would most cheer- 


| fully vote. 


Mr. DICKINSON. Then the matter relating 
to the coimage of a three cent piece should be 
stricken out of the bill. 
ticable to coin it with the niceness which is re- 
quisite. The object of the amendment is to pro- 
vide that they may depart from this particular 
niceness. If this subject of the copper piece 
shall embarrass the bill, 1 will withdraw it. But it 


seems to me if we retain the coinage of a three | 


cent piece in the bill, that this provision should be 
there also, to allow this departure from the par- 


ticular niceness of which I have spoken, which | 


on examination it is found it will be exceedingly 
difficult to secure. 

Mr. RUSK. 
out the section. I do not think it important to 
the bill. Most of the payments for postages will 
be made in stamps, at any rate. 


barrass the bill. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I do not mean to interfere 


| in any way with the passage of the bill for cheap 


postage at all, and therefore I will withdraw the 
whole amendment. 

Mr. RUSK. I have an amendment to offer, 
which is to add after the word ‘‘rates,’’ in the 


thirty-sixth line, the following words: ‘ Subseri- 


bers to all periodicals shall be required to pay one 
gars postage in advance, and in all such cases 


the postage shall be one half the following rates.’’ | 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. RUSK. I move to amend the bill further 
by striking out ‘‘three,’’ and inserting ‘* five,” in 


the twenty-sixth line of the same section, so as to | 
make the distance conform to the other parts of | 


the bill. 

Mr. BADGER. To what does it relate? 

Mr. RUSK.- To the distance of carrying peri- 
odicals and papers of any greater weight than one 


Iam not at all satisfied with | 


I do not charge that these par- | 
ticular agents have speculated upon these Indians, | 


I have also had some communication | 


It will be wholly imprac- | 


1 have no objection to striking | 


; I have therefore | 
no objection to the amendment of the Senator | 
from New York, except the fact that it will em- | 


|, was to ch 


Feb. 24. 
ounce. It will operate as a reduction upon the 
postage upon periodicals, and conform more to the 
other rates of the bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. I propose to amend the same geo. 
tion by adding the words ‘five hundred” afte, 
the word ‘‘ thousand,”’ in the several places where 
it occurs in the 29th, 30th, 51st, » 34th, and 
35th, lines, so as to make the distances one thoy. 
sand five hundred instead of one thousand, two 
thousand five hundred instead of two thousand 
three thousand five hundred instead of three thoy. 
sand miles; and to strike out the words * and not 
exceeding four thousand miles,”’ and also the 
words *‘ for any distance exceeding four thousand 
miles, six times those rates.”’ 

The several amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. I now move to strike out the 
third section, which relates to the coinage of g 
three cent piece. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the adoption 
of the amendments proposed by the Committee on 
the Post Office aa Post Roads, and they were 
agreed to. 

Mr. GWIN. I move to strike out—— 

The PRESIDENT. The amendments have 
been agreed to, and nothing can be struck out till 
the bill is reported to the Senate. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have had some conversa- 
tion with the honorable chairman of the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads in relation 
to the amendment which I proposed the other day, 
and which was rejected upon the ground that it 
was supposed to bealready provided for by the law. 
I believe he is now satisfied that the amendment is 
proper and necessary, and with his consent I will 
ask for the reconsideration of that vote. But as 
I voted for it, it is not in my power to make the 
motion. 

Mr. RUSK. I believe I voted against it, and | 
will move for the reconsideration. 

Mr. BADGER. It is too late. 
done. 

The PRESIDENT. What is the proposition’ 

Mr. SEWARD. Itis to add a clause author- 
izing and regulating the establishment of penny 
post offices in cities. 

The PRESIDENT. That will be in order after 
the bill is reported to the Senate. It is too late 
now to move a reconsideration of the vote. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate as 
amended. 

Mr. GWIN. I now move to strike out in the 
tenth line of the first section the words ‘and for 
any distance exceeding three thousand miles dou- 
ble those rates.”’ 

L will not detain the Senate by a discussion of 
this question. I am as anxious as any one to have 
the bill disposed of in a manner to equalize postage. 
That provision creates a discrimination against the 
citizens of the State that I represent, and [ thinkit 
ought not to be incorporated in the bill. I was 
prepared to give reasons which I thought would 
convince the Senate that my proposition should 
be adopted. It is to strike out that portion of the 
bill which makes a discrimination between the 
Pacific and the Atlantic coast. I hope the amend- 
ment will be adopted. 

Mr. RUSK. The object of my putting that in 
the bill was to meet a suggestion of the Post- 
master General, that unless it was put in, there 
would bea diminution of revenue of some $290,000 
in consequence of making the postage of letters 
between this part of the United States and Califor- 
nia the same as in other parts of the United States. 
He also made another suggestion, that it was @ 
matter of some difficulty to procure persons to 
discharge the duty of postmaster in California, in 
consequence of the rates paid for labor; that the 
reduction of the rates of postage, and the expense 
of transportation of letters to California and deliv- 
ering them there, would result in the diminution 
of the commission paid to the postmasters, and It 
would be a difficult matter to procure suitable 
officers, unless they receive a direct salary from 
the Treasury. These are the views of the Post- 
master General. The ee from er “=r od : 
also mistaken in supposing that it applies alon 
California and One it applies also to the State 
which I represent on this floor. I “ Deoraon 
in on purpose. The proposition of the m 
5 akan e a much higher rate where the m 
was carried by sea or through a foreign country: 


It cannot be 





] strug 
my 0 
m try 
but 

pence 

am 

a sum 
will b 


the H 


tion 0 


mates 
if the 
there 
fined 
ters. 
matte 
sectiol 
move 
that t 
they 
will 
they 
this bi 
Wi 
be affe 
of the 


there I 
of the 
of the 


tween 
the ej 





